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PREFACE. 



At the conclusion of the Second Edition of my 
* New System of Logic/ I added^ that my next^ 
and perhaps final work, would be a treatise on 
Exegesis, or the right method of interpreting 
Scripture. That treatise will take long time 
and much labour to complete. In the mean- 
time, therefore, having had occasion to draw 
out into form my views respecting the Che- 
rubim, I think it right to publish them. And 
I put them forward partly as an example of 
my method of interpretation, and of the prin- 
ciples which I purpose to illustrate, should I 
ever be able to give shape and completion to 
that treatise. 

It will be apparent that one of the leading 
principles which I profess is complete emanci- 
pation from all the rules of scholastic argu- 
ment. I have shown, throughout my * Logic/ 
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that these are greatly repugnant to, and dis- 
qualifying for the appreciation of the Scripture 
style of reasoning. Whether the Asiatic form 
of mind, and its amalgamation with the Euro- 
pean, which is imminent, may prove helpful 
and more consistent, will be an important and 
interesting subject of inquiry and experience. 

It cannot be pretended, or hoped, that in an 
original treatment of a subject so intricate and 
mysterious, every detail should be equally per- 
fect. I have myself felt anxious hesitations 
in regard to some of the minuter particulars. 
But, though fully impressed with the sacred- 
ness of the subject, I feel it a duty incumbent 
upon me to bring it forward. 

I have not anticipated many of the objec- 
tions which may be urged. I have thought it 
preferable to lengthening the exposition and 
making it tedious, to await objections, and to 
deal with the strongest of them in a Second 
Edition. In the meantime I commend the 
treatise to an earnest, studious, and compre- 
hensive examination. 



THE CHERUBIM. 



INTRODUCTION. 

St. Paul says (Heb. ix. 3-5), that in the Holy 
of Holies of the tabernacle were the golden 
censer, &c. ; and 'over it the Cherubims of glory 
shadowing the mercy-seat, of which we cannot 
now speak particularly.' The high title here 
given by St. Paul to the Cherubim — 'of glory,' 
— may well excite our reverence of their nature; 
and his expression, * of which we cannot now 
speak particularly,' indicating that he had 
much to say, and which he would have said 
but for want of opportunity, may reasonably 
awaken in us the deepest interest, and invite 
and urge us to an inquiry, what they repre- 
sented, and what St. Paul would have spoken, 
had the occasion and the argument which he 
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had in hand admitted of it. The pursuit might 
worn to savour in some measure of curiosity. 
IJut the full meaning of every part of God's 
revelation ought to be understood. To be 
understood it must be studied; and a first 
ftudy, on the road to perfect understanding 
and knowledge, must in some degree partake 
of originality and even conjecture : which 
muHt in this, as in all other not directly in- 
spired interpretations, introduce step by step 
ooncluiions and applications which will be at 
length held for truth and generally adopted. 

Our knowledge of God's Word must be con- 
tinually advancing. To make good this advance 
there must be continual study and investiga- 
tion; and fresh application, the fruits often 
of original thought, and even of ingenuity: 
such as we constantly meet with and look 
for in sermons of our most approved and gifted 
divines. 

Now here we have notice by an inspired 
Apostle of a subject of high import, which 
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has not up to this time been fully examined 
and elucidated. Many conjectures and much 
etymological learning have been bestowed 
upon the meaning of the word 'Cherubim/ 
and upon its general significance and appli- 
cation ; but no one has taken in hand to 
examine and distinguish the different descrip- 
tions of them which have been given by the 
several successive seers of the visions, and to 
give interpretation and meaning to these dif- 
ferences. These difierences I conceive to be 
the essential purport and instruction of the 
successive revelations. I endeavour, there- 
fore, not so much to derive a general view 
of the nature and meaning of the cherubic 
forms, as to distinguish their forms as described 
in the several successive visions, and to show 
their application to successively higher and 
more perfect stages of development and doc- 
trine. I have also formed a diflPerent opinion 
of their hieroglyphic symbolic significance and 
intention from any which has been hilK<s^^ 
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distinctly expressed, though I find some ap- 
proach and likeness to my conclusions breaking 
out in some of the most advanced and en- 
lightened interpreters. 

These interpretations have drawn themselves 
out to a length which has been surprising 
even to myself. New elucidations and appli- 
cations have continually presented themselves 
upon closer investigation and detailed exami- 
nation. And the subject is not exhausted. 

I might have added much more. But there 
is no limit to the mysteries of revelation. It 
is better to stop short, and to leave something 
for future discovery and use, when the foun- 
dations and principles of a new scheme of 
interpretation have been weU investigated, 
corrected, and approved. For I cannot feel 
confidence that all my interpretations are 
equally satisfactory and perfect; and I feel 
conscious and convinced that some portions 
may, in detail, obtain a more exact and con- 
vincing application. I rejoice in the belief 
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that what I pretend to and present is only 
an introduction and entrance into a wider 
field of religious investigation. 

I am persuaded that the successive and dis- 
tinct visions of the Cherubim are the basis, and 
the outline, and scaffolding of all scriptural 
revelation and prophetic truth. I commend 
this little treatise, therefore, to the studious 
and prayerfiil examination of all devout dis- 
ciples of the Incarnate and the written Word. 



The Cherubim symbolise the redemption of 
mankind through the mediation of God the 
Son Incarnate among men, and the influences 
of the Holy Ghost. 

It may not be warrantable to say that the 
two Cherubim respectively represent the two 
persons of the Son and the Holy Spirit ; this 
exactness is not, perhaps, according to the 
analogy of prophetic symbol and description. 
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But the double form, afterwards developed 
into the four-fold form and separation, seem 
unquestionably to signify and reveal the two- 
fold agency of Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
and the Holy Spirit, in the two-fold blessed 
and glorious work of atonement and sanctifi- 
cation. 

Every noticed peculiarity in their form, 
appearance, title, and office, indicates them 
to be divine in their character and represen- 
tation. St. Paul calls them, 'the Cherubims 
of glory ' (Heb. ix. 5) : and it is said of them 
by Ezekiel that they were 'the likeness of 
the glory of the Lord ' (Ezek. i. 28) ; and 
again, that they are 'the glory of the Lord' 
(Ezek. iii, 23 ; viii. 4) ; and St. John says, that 
when Isaiah saw them he saw Christ's glory 
(John, xiL 41). 

They were to be made by Moses of 'pure 
gold,' which always represents that which is 
divine, in the Mosaic tabernacle (Exod. xxv. 11 ; 
xxxvii. 2, 26, the ark; xxv. 24-29, xxxvii. 
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11, 16, the table and its furniture; xxx. 3, 
xxxvii. 26, the altar of incense; xxv. 17, 
xxxvii. 6, the mercy-seat; xxv. 31, 36, 38, 
xxxvii. 17, 22, 23, 24, the candlestick, its 
lamps, and furniture ; xxviii. 36, ^xxix. 30, 
the holy plate on the mitre; xxviii. 14, 22, 
xxxix. 15, chains joining the breast-plate and 
ouches), whereas such things as were of human 
representation were to be of gold simply; 
(Exod. xxv. 12, rings ; xxv. 13, staves ; xxvi. 
6, taches ; xxvi. 32, hooks ; xxviii. 33, bells ; 
xxviii. 11, ouches; xxviii. 5, 6, the ephod; 
xxviii. 8, the girdle ; xxviii. 15, breast-plate ; 
xxviii. 23, rings of breast-plate).* They were 
commanded to be the same piece, actually 
one in substance with the mercy-seat, the 
Hilasterion (Eom. iii. 25), which is here and 

• The Hebrew words translated *pure' gold and 
*• refined ' gold, in Kings and Chronicles, are quite 
different, except in two instances (1 Chron. xxviii, 18, 
and 2 Chron. ix. 20), of Solomon's throne. If the 
distinction is there preserved, both may accord with 
my view. 
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always considered to be Christ Himself. They 
come out from God Himself, represented by 
the globe of fire (Ezek. i. 4, 5), and they have 
wings, lifting them up and down from heaven, 
'the noise of which was as the voice of the 
Almighty ' (Ezek. i. 24 ; x. 5). Again, the 
wings of the Cherubims (1 Kings, vi. 23-27 ; 
2 Chron. iii. 10-13) reached to and touched 
the outer walls of the Holy of holies, which 
represented heaven, so that they reached from 
one end of heaven to the other, and occupied 
the whole universe, which none could do but 
the Almighty Himself. 

These proofs without others are convincing 
that the cherubic figures symbolised the Divine 
Person condescending from heaven to earth, 
and being conversant among men for the 
redemption of the world. The same will appear 
more distinctly and in detail in our exami- 
nation and explanation of the several successive 
visions. Of these there are principally and 
more distinguishingly ten. And these rise con- 
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tiimally one above another in particularity 
of description ; revealing more and more in 
succession, as time and intelligence advanced, 
of the actual form and parts of these symbols ; 
and with them and in them of the doctrines 
of the Incarnation and Redemption, till the 
minds and expectations of the holy people 
were fully instructed and prepared for their 
realisation in the Incarnation itself, and the 
preaching of the gospel of the kingdom. 

It is immaterial whether more or all of 
the parts afterwards described were actually 
seen in the early visions. In this, as in aU 
other symbolical and typical representations 
and events, it is not usefxil, even if it is allow- 
able, to endeavour to realise the actual vision 
or scene as it occurred. It is not so much 
the thing itself which is typical and prophetic, 
as the description of it given by the seer, as 
dictated by the Holy Spirit. This is a 
fundamental principle in all prophecy and 
revelation. 
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I now proceed to examine these ten cherubic 
visions in succession, and to endeavour to give 
a solution and application to each of them. 
The undertaking is surrounded with no little 
awe and apprehension, in proportion to the 
importance and intricacies of the subject, 
which enters into the deepest mysteries of 
revealed truth, and because the same attempt 
has never before been made systematically and 
comprehensively. 
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The first vision of the Cherubim contains so 
Kttle description of their form, that I shall 
make it the opportunity of collecting together 
the chief of what has been already said and 
conjectured in the way of explanation of them. 

Genesis, iii. 24. 

' So he drove out the man : and he placed (caused 
to dwell in a tabernacle,^ or enshrined) at the fore- 
front (the entrance) f of the garden of Eden, (the) J 

* ]3tt?*l tabernacled, made to dwell, enshrined ; 
pre- Adamite Map. Placed in a tabernacle, Parkhurst. 

t D'TivD, UlT) means the front: hence *the east,' 
in a secondary sense, because people were always 
supposed to face towards the east. Hence, the right 
hand was the south, the left hand the north. The 
candlestick, therefore, was said indifferently to be 
placed on the south and on the right hand. 
• A«-iF«m, Septuagint ; ante, Vulgate ; E parte anteriore, 
Targum Hierosol. 

% *The' Cherubim. The article is used in the 
Hebrew. 
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cherubims), • and a flaming •]• sword, which turned 



• The Hebrew doctors often explain the word 
cherub, to mean the Ministers of God : from cAe, 
quasi, and rub, from rabia, in Chald. *' puer.* Alcazar 
in Apocal. 276, 2 F. Paulus Fagius gathers from 
Ezek. iii. that the Cherubim signify the ministry of 
the Word, and show that man is shut out from the 
Tree of Life, and that his return to it is only through 
Christ. (Poli Synopsis on Gen. iii. 24.) ^1D is an ox, 
the most laborious and docile of animcds. 

i2!|D"1 is * His chariot,' Ps. civ. 3. And it is said, 
* He rode upon a Cherub,* 2 Sam. xxii. 11 ; Ps. xviii. 10. 
And the Lord is said * to dwell between the Cherubims,* 
1 Sam. iv. 4 ; 2 Sam. vi. 2 ; 2 Bangs, xix. 15 ; 1 
Chron. xiii. 6 ; Ps. Ixxx. 1 ; xcix. 1 ; Isa. xxxviL 
16. And * The glory of the Lord went up from the 
cherub,' Ezek. ix. 3 ; x. 4, which before rested upon it. 
The whole of the cherubic visions of Ezekiel are as it 
were of a chariot with wheels ; and it is a common 
expression, * The chariot of the Cherubim.' And some 
have supposed that the ark had wheels, on which God 
rested. Though this opinion is probably erroneous, 
yet the staves served the same purpose, namely, for 
the carrying of the ark with the mercy-seat— the 
throne of God, as will be observed in its place, when 
the wheels of EzekiePs vision are explained. 

Hence, some have supposed that D^13, cherub, 
means the chariot of God ; see Poli Synopsis on Gen. 
iii. 24. 3^*13 in the Arabic is navis vectoria. ^0*^) of 

• • • 

which cherub has been supposed to be a transposition, 
is a war-chariot — cavalry, 

f A flaming sword. Aciem gladii, Walt. PolygL 
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every way, to keep ^ the way of the Tree of 
Life; 

From all this I gather that the Cherubim 
symbolise the ministry of the Incarnate Word 
in the redemption of man. They are the 
chariot of God, — the vehicle, the form in 
which He, the invisible, comes down from 

Others, the glittering blade of a sword ; others, a 
sword of fire, of flame, lonb is, to bum — flame. 
Vertentem «e, Walt. Polygl. And note that ver- 
tentem «e, turning this way and that, agrees with 
aciem, the blade, not with gladii^ the sword. There- 
fore, it is rendered by some * two-edged.* Accordingly, 
Paulus Fagius considers it to be *the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God ' (Eph. vi. 17), and 
refers to Luke xii. 49, and Heb. iv. 12. It is to be 
noticed that every revelation of the word of God is 
said to be written on two sides ; the tables of the law 

* on both sides * (Exod. xxxii. 16) ; the roll of Ezekiel 

* within and without * (Ezek. ii. 10) ; the flying roll 
of Zechariah on the front and the back side (Zech. 
V. 3), &c. And the analogy between the written and 
the Incarnate Word is in all respects most intimate 
and mysterious. 

Parkhurst says that * turning every way ' is the 
same as the fire enfolding itself (Ezek. i. 4). 

^ To keep the way of, "nbtpb, means, to guard, 
observe, worship ; therefore, to show the place, ob- 
ject, and mode of worship, in making approach, and 
obtaining access, to the Tree of Life. 
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heaven; and tabernacles among men for the 
redemption, the salvation of mankind. 

These Cherubim stood between God and 
man, between outer condemnation and heaven, 
at the gate of the garden of Eden. They are 
the Mediator : mediating the interval, and dis- 
tance, and alienation of God from man ; keeping 
man from God, as the vail of flesh keeps man 
from seeing God : but the Incarnation — Christ's 
flesh — Christ in the flesh, also revealing God 
to man, bringing him near to Him again, and 
making him one with Him. 

These Cherubim dwelt, tabernacled, were 
enshrined, therefore, before the garden of 
Eden, declaring that through them man must 
ofier his worship to the Father, and by them 
alone he must return and have access to Para- 
dise — to the city of God and the kingdom of 
heaven. 

-A.S vet, in this first revelation, there is no 
description of form or appearance given. 
There is no distinction shown between the 
^ord and the Spirit. There is no distinction 
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made between the Father and the Son. If the 
flaming sword turning itself is the same as the 
globe of fire unfolding itself in Ezekiel, out of 
which the likeness of the God-man came, then 
the revelation is only of the supreme Godhead, 
without further representation. The doctrine 
is only and singly, that God has provided a 
mediation, without any revelation of the nature 
of it. The revelation is as succinct and un- 
developed as the first promise of redemption, 
*The seed of the woman shall bruise the 
serpent's head;' and the record and descrip- 
tion of this vision is simply a representation 
of it. But more justly and probably the 
flaming sword turning itself every way is the 
"Word of God, the two-edged sword of the 
Spirit, arid represents, without further descrip- 
tion and distinction, that God has provided, 
or will provide, a means, an instrument of com- 
munication, which may be for life or death, for 
access or exclusion, according as man receives 
and uses it. 

Macintosh also seems to take the same view 
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that the Cherubim represent Divine Beings, 
and that these are the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, in the following passage from his 
'Notes on Exodus/ oh. xxv. p. 275: — 

'Whether we look within that mysterious 
vail, and behold the ark with its cover and 
the two significant figures attached thereto; 
or if we gaze on that which lay without the 
vail, the pure table and the pure candlestick 
with their distinctive vessels and instruments, 
— all speak to us of God, whether as revealed 
to us in connexion with the Son or the Holy 
Ghost/ 

Monceau has, in his 'Aaron expurgatus,' 
shown that the two calves of Jeroboam were 
seemingly imitations of the Cherubim, and 
that both he and Aaron, through their calves, 
intended to worship the Lord Jehovah Him- 
self, who is the mediatorial God, only they 
did so in an idolatrous manner. Horsley has 
shown that there are only two watchers, the 
Divine mediatorial messengers between God 
and man, God the Son and God the Holy 
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Spirit; and others have contended that these 
are elsewhere represented under the names of 
Michael and Gabriel, the one the warrior cham- 
pion and redeemer (Josh. v. 13), the other the 
bringer and interpreter of prophecy (Dan. viii. 
16 ; ix. 21. Luke, i. 19, 26 ; ii. 9, 13). 

If this be so, these can be no. other than 
the angels of God, or angel-gods, D^nbM ^DMbtt, 
which met Jacob at Mahanaim, and which 
also ascended and descended on Jacob's Ladder, 
revealing to him the providential and media- 
torial dispensation, as wiU be further disclosed 
in the explanation of this the second cherubic 
vision, which immediately follows. 



I had completed this treatise on the Cherubim, 
and was almost purposing to print it, when I had 
my attention for the first time directed to *An 
Inquiry into the Doctrine of the Cherubim, critical, 
exegetical, and practical, and into the symbolical 
character and design of the Cherubic Figures of Holy 
Scriptures,' by Dr. George Smith. Longman, 1850 ; 
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pp. 156. Of conrsc, I examined it with much ex- 
pectation, and was prepared to find that the view 
taken and supported was entirely different from 
mine ; though, to my mind, it must seem surprising 
that any careful student should fail to see the object 
and intention which to my own apprehension appears 
so obvious, consistent, and clear. 

Though all the difficulties which enter into my 
system — and these difficulties are fully recognised 
and admitted — are put forward and strongly urged 
in this treatise, yet, after a careful appreciation 
of them, and of the arguments by which the 
author^s view is elaborately supported, nevertheless, 
the effect of the treatise has been to confirm me more 
strongly in my opinion, and to determine me to pub- 
lish it. To my own surprise I find that I have noted 
as many as twenty-six arguments and passages em- 
ployed by him in support of his doctrine, all of 
which, but for their great number, I would willingly 
quote as confirmatory of my system. 

The author says that three different interpreta- 
tions of the cherubic symbols have generally been 
put forward. ThQ first, that which supposes the 
Cherubim to have been appointed as symbolical of 
the three Persons of the Holy Trinity; the figure of 
the lion representing the Second Person, being as- 
sociated with the human form, as indicating the 
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promised incarnation. This was taught by Mr. 
Hutchinson and his followers. The second opinion 
teaches that the word Cherubim is employed to 
designate an elevated order of angels, and that the 
figures on the ark were symbols of angelic nature 
and ministration. The third interpretation sup- 
poses the Cherubim to be emblematical representa- 
tions of true believers in every dispensation of 
grace. This last is the interpretation which the 
author himself adopts, and enforces with elaborate 
reasons and illustrations. 

I do not think it necessary to combat this opinion 
at any length, which he says himself had not been 
extensively accepted. I find it to be very current 
now, perhaps in consequence of his treatise. But I 
do not think that Dr. Smith has proved it, or that it 
can be proved. The notion that * true believers in 
every,' or any, * dispensation of grace, should be 
emblematically represented in the holy of holies' — 
which signifies heaven, according to Dr. Smith's own 
belief — in immediate contact with Jehovah, as His 
assessors on either side, and of one piece with the 
mercy-seat, when the whole Mosaic ritual, of which 
it is a part, represents the aspirant to pardon and 
holiness as coming through the brazen altar on 
the outside of the temple, first to the outer temple 
where were the table and candlestick, and t\\«^ ^\. 
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length through the golden altar of prayer and in- 
terceaaion, onlj to the outside of the second rail, 
wlilch hid from him the most holy place, in which 
were the Ark, and thcMeroy-seat, and these Ghem- 
blm, whelmed in utter darkness, — the rail within 
which they bad not then even an anchor (Heb. vL 19), 
being never to bo rent and drawn aside till the 
crucifixion, whenas the Forerunner had Himself once 
for all for ever entered, — does seem to me to be 
almoHt a reduotio ad abaurdum. 

I admit the difficulties which arise from the 
Heraphim (in Isa. vi. 8) crying one to another, 
* Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts,' and from 
the four beasts (in Rev. v. 8, 9) falling down before 
the Lamb, and saying, ' Thou hast redeemed us.' I 
admit, and propose to combat them. No experienced 
student of revelation will ever expect wholly to re- 
move difficulties. At present I only endeavour to 
point out that greater difficulties attend the other 
interpretations that are given ; and I will now quote 
a few of the very numerous places in which the 
author I am combating supports my view. His 
chief arguments against the Cherubim symbolising 
angelic beings being demonstrations that they are 
beings of a much higher order, they seem to me 
obviously to support the conclusion that they repre- 
sent the offices of persons nothing less than divine. 
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And here I would at once observe that it is not in 
the nature of symbolic and hieroglyphic description 
to represent the things or persons alluded to in their 
own proper shape or form, but by emblems of their 
attributes and offices : — that would be not true sym- 
bolism but imitation. Sy this the cherubic visions 
and descriptions are distinguished from idolatrous 
images, independent of their being visions mostly, 
and the subject of human description, not human 
construction, in every instance except those which 
were placed in the tabernacle and temple ; and those 
were never seen from behind the vail, so that they 
might become material objects of worship. If the 
calves of Aaron and Jeroboam were at all intended 
representations of the Cherubim, as has been sup- 
posed, it was when they had been, contrary to com- 
mand, brought out into sight, that they became the 
subject of idolatrous sacrifices. 

I will now quote sotne of the passages in which the 
author, overstepping the intention of his argument, 
while reasoning that the Cherubim are not of angelic 
nature, proves them to be divine, and in so doing 
furnishes valuable additions to the proofs which I 
have given. 

1. He objects (pp. 9,10) that * the Divine Presence 
is frequently spoken of as " dwelling between the 
Cherubim," and shining forth from above the Cheru- 
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bim ; yet this Divine Presence, althodgh visible to 
the eye, is also spoken of as separate and distinct 
from the Cherubim. One is the inhabitant, the other 
the habitation,* And again, ' One of these is said to 
inhabit the other.^ Also, p. 94, * The word " hetioeen'' 
is printed in italics to show there is no such word in 
the Hebrew ; the original simply speaks of '* dwell- 
ing'* or " inhabiting " the Cherubim.' And p. 95, 
' Surely, the Scripture cannot teach that the Divine 
Presence inhabited himself, or the symbol of himself T 
Yes, surely the Scripture does teach that God came 
down into the world in the person of Christ, and that 
Christ was His express image, in which He appeared 
and dwelt. What can, in effect, more pointedly de- 
scribe the distinctness of the relation between the 
Father and the Son than these passages ? < He is 
Antichrist who denieth the Father and the Son* 
(1 John, ii. 22). ' He that abideth in the doctrine 
of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son' 
(2 John, 9). And * God was in Christ' (2 Cor. v. 19); 
and ' in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead ' 
(Col. ii. 9). So this passage exalts and does not 
lower, and does in every way express, the position 
of the Cherubim. 

2. P. 19. ' The tabernacle and all its furniture 
were patterns of things in the heavens — types of 
glorious realities above.' This does not lower the 
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Cherubim beneath the region and dwelling-place of 
the Divine nature. 

3. * Their wings were spread over the ark, so as 
to touch each other ; and thus, as the Shekinah of 
God shone above, their heads were irradiated with 
its glory.' And again, p. 113, *This glory always 
shone round therefore about the Cherubim; they 
always stood in the bright light of the Shekinah.' 
The glory with which they were irradiated and suf- 
fused was the Divine glory. 

4. P. 41. * In these texts the reference to the 
Cherubim seems to exhibit the highest devotion of 
Hebrew faith/ 

5. P. 53. * None but symbolical creatures would 
be placed in such immediate juxtaposition with the 
Divine Presence.' So this passage at once recognises 
the heavenly prerogative of the being symbolised, 
and rejects the charge of idolatrous representation, 
it being that only of symbolical or hieroglyphic 
description. 

6. P. 55. * The Deity would not be exhibited 
praising Himself.' But what was our Lord's whole 
life and profession but the praise, honour, and glory 
of God ? 

7. The same page. * Nor can they be understood 
to represent angels, who might be around or before 
the throne; but would not be ahove^ upon the throne.' 
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8. P. 75. ' The true Mercy-seat in the taber«* 
nacle on high is hecome '* the throne of the Majesty 
in the heavens/* where onr great High Priest sitteth.' 

9. P. 101. ' It is certain that the Dirine 
Presence, which was there so gloriously rerealed, 
was the Second Person of the Trinity, the Diyine 
Logos.* 

10. P. 102. <An instance like this explains 
the rationale of expiatory sacrifice better than a 
thousand formal precepts, and strikingly exhibits 
the connexion of the Cherubim with the great 
mediatorial and redeeming purpose of Grod/ 

11. P. 115. *As one of our Greek Lexico- 
graphers observes, Ziw«v * (translated ' Beast ' in Rev. 
iv. and by which the living creatures in Ezek. i. 
are designated) Ms any thing which has life, and 
in its highest signification may be applied to Him 
who alone has life in Himself.* 

12. P. 142. * If these views are correct, Christ 
not only was the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world, but was also, to some extent at least, 
throagh this symbolism, revealed as such to the 
faith of the patriarchs.' This is exactly the con- 
clusion with which I would sum up the explanation 
given by my system. 

Lastly, p. 158. ' Baehr, who of all recent authors 
has given the most correct and profound investiga- 
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tion of the nature of the Cheruh, observes, '* The 
Cherub is such a being as, standing upon the 
highest stage of creaturelj life, and combining in 
itself the most perfect kinds of creaturelj life, is the 
most complete mamfestation of Qod and of the 
Divine Life."' 

And there are many other passages more or less 
to the same effect. 

I plead further for the pretension and probability 
of my explanation as compared with Dr. Smithes, 
that whereas (p. 46) he * fully concurs in the opinion 
of a sensible author, quoted by Dr. A. Clarke, that 
'< an explanation which accounts for all the parts con- 
tained in the vision is much more probable than 
those which' explain only one part ;"* yet he himself 
declines the particularity which would account for 
all the parts, and says (p. 49), 'nor will my limits 
allow a further investigation of the subject;' and 
(p. 146) * as I wish to avoid every approach to a 
fanciful exposition of Holy Scriptures, I have care- 
fully abstained from giving any opinion as to the 
import of the various appearances manifested in 
the Cherubim. Not knowing the design of the 
several animal forms which are here introduced, I 
will not speculate upon it.' 

Now I agree with Dr. A. Clarke's author that 
probability rests in favour of an explanation which 
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interprets all the parts of the yisions, and I rest 
the pretension of my explanation very strongly upon 
the ground that it gives application to all the 
various particulars which characterise the several 
visions and revelations, and distinguish them re- 
spectively, and make them rise step hy step and 
systematically one ahove another. 

I do not wish at all to deny that there are great 
difficulties, some of which have obliged me to hesi- 
tate in the confidence which I should more gladly 
have felt ; or that I have not been forced in some 
places to tax my thought and ingenuity in a man- 
ner which might seem even to myself to somewhat 
savour of human cleverness and invention. But 
even in such cases the demonstration resulting has 
proved so consistent and complete, that I have found 
myself confirmed and encouraged. 

But when it is contended by me that the Cheru- 
bim represent Divine agencies, it must not be so 
directly understood that they signify the Divine 
Persons themselves, as that they represent their 
characteristics, and acts, and offices, though in so 
doing they may for the time stand for the beings 
themselves ; for, in a religious and moral sense, the 
attributes, and offices, and character constitute the 
identity and personality. It is an extreme difficulty, 
it is an impossibility, for the European mind . to 
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conceive perfectly the spirit of oriental symbolism 
and hieroglyphic representation. If it is impossible 
for an English Jew distinguishingly to express like 
an Asiatic all the four gutturals of the Hebrew 
language, and for a Frenchman ^ an Irishman, and 
a Scotchman to pronounce correctly some of the 
vowels of the English language, it cannot be sur- 
prising that the classical, scholastical, logical, and 
scientific mind should not be able to express all 
the modes and shades of thought of imaginative 
Orientalism. The same symbols which characterise 
and represent Divine action and personality in one 
pldn and relation, may be used to express human 
offices and agents in another period and dispensation. 
This principle I shall make use of, and illustrate, 
in working out the application of the different suc- 
cessive revelations of the Cherubim. But it must be 
obvious that I must myself partake of that feebleness 
and formality of mind which will disable me from 
perfectly appreciating the changing phases of symbol 
and figurative representation, and still more to make 
it convinciug and appreciable by the greater number 
of my readers and questioners. 
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SECOND REVELATION. 

JACOB'S LADDER. 
Gkn. xxviii. 11-19. 

This vision was a reyelation of the kingdom 
of heaven^ according to Wisdom, x. 10, — 
^When the righteous fled from his brother's 
wrath, she (Wisdom) guided him in right 
paths, showed him the kingdom of God, and 
gave him knowledge of holy things,' &c. 

It was the revelation, therefore, of a media- 
tion between God and man — hitherto separated 
and alienated ; of the redemption and salvation 
of mankind, by the advent and atonement of 
Christ, the Mediator and Redeemer. 

The ladder must sign the instrument of me- 
diation, the mediator himself, the only means 
by which the blessing and gift may come 
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down from heaven : the only means by which 
man may ascend to heaven. 

The Lord, * Jehovah/ stood above it, on it, 
giving as it were His name to it, and making 
it one with Himself. The Hebrew words, 
yhv ^-^3, signify * he stood firmly, was placed 
firmly, he was fixed upon it.' The ladder, 
therefore, signifies also the Cross ; and the ex- 
pression then, though not necessarily the vision 
seen, may represent the Christ fixed upon the 
cross of wood, crucified upon it. 

The angels of God are the blessings of mercy 
and forgiveness, earned for us and brought to 
us by the sacrifice and atonement of Christ, 
and the manifold gifts of the Holy Spirit 
obtained for us thereby. The angels are said 
first to be ascending and then to be descend- 
ing: according to the description, Ps. Ixviii. 
18, — *Thou art gone up on high, thou hast 
led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men.* The plurality of the angels is nothing, 
in the hieroglyphical form of representation, 
as the fourfold distinction of the Cherubim 
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aftorwordfl reyealed^ still signify the one in- 
carnate Saviour, diversely operating. So here 
tbcy signify the manifold gifts and grace of 
the one Christ, or the one Spirit. They, as 
it were, gave to Jacob intelligence of one 
angelic mediation ; and signified that the 
McsMiah is the one ladder, the angel, as He is 
ropoutodly designated: the only medium of 
communication, the only means of ascent of 
man to God, — the Mediator. 

The whole hieroglyphic representation there- 
fore signified — mediation between God and 
man, and the reconcilement of man to God, by 
the sacrifice of the death of Christ upon the 
Qross.* 

^ Aloazar considers JacoVs sleep to be a type of 
Christ's death, and the vision to be the promise of 
things which should be after Christ's death. 

Waking out of sleep, in prophetic symbol, seems 
always to signify reception of the blessings flowing 
from and following Christ's death. Jer. xxxi. 26. Dan. 
viii. 18; x. 9. Zech. iv. 1. Luke, ix. 12, compared 
with Mark, ix. 9. See also 1 Kings, xix. 5, Elijah 
sleeping and awakened under a juniper tree. The 
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The stone also upon which Jacob rested, also 
signified Christ. He set it up, and anointed it, 
and called it God's house. But God's house 
or temple is Christ's body: — 'Destroy this 
temple/ Jesus says : — ' but He spake of the 
temple of His body.' This is therefore a 
triple type, — ^which is so commonly met with 
in the symbolical representations of Scrip- 
ture: — the angels ascending and descending 
signed Mediation : the ladder is both the Cross, 
the instrument of mediation, with the Mediator 
upon it : the stone is Christ Himself, the pillow 
of our faith, — the Son of God Himself come 
down from heaven and set up in human 
nature, planted upon the earth ; and the belief 
in this, being the rock upon which He builds 

leading event and type is Adam^s deep sleep, out 
of which Eve, the church, was born. 

Our Lord seems to allude to these blessings coming 
to mankind by His death, when He says, John, i. 51, 
to Natbanael, recalling to him this vision of Jacobus 
ladder, * Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.' 
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His church — a fortress of such height and 
strength, that the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it. 

But in this vision also the form of the 
Cherubim is sjill imdefined; no number of 
them is mentioned, no faces of them are 
described ; they have no wings ; they are not 
set with eyes; they have no fixed place or 
position as afterwards in the tabernacle. All 
these descriptions, and the doctrines which 
they represent, are afterwards to be developed; 
but there is a noticeable similarity and re- 
ference to their after-described character and 
office and form. No separation or descent of 
the Son from the Father is here indicated, 
as it is in the revelation to Ezekiel. The 
Jehovah God conversing from time to time 
with man, especially with His chosen people, 
and visible, was not distinguishable by the 
Jews from the supreme Godhead, imapproach- 
able and inconceivable by man, ' whom no man 
hath seen or can see' (1 Tim. vi. 16); and 
even Moses himself could not behold Him 
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(Exod. xxxiii. '20) ; and St. Paul applies all the 
places in the f salms and elsewhere where the, 
Lord, 'Jehovah,' is mentioned ^to Christ the 
Mediator. But here there is a noticeable 
similarity and preparation for the after develop- 
ments of the Cherubim, especially in the re- 
presentation of them by Moses in the taber- 
nacle. The Lord on the top of the ladder 
answers to the Shekinah on the mercy-seat; 
the ladder was the Cross, the throne on which 
Christ sat and was fixed ; and He was sur- 
rounded by the angels, which went up and 
down the ladder, and were upon and joined 
to it, as the Cherubim were part of the 
covering of the ark — which also was of 
wood, and was Christ: — the whole together 
formed the mercy-seat, the 'iXatTTripiov, the pro- 
pitiatory, the propitiation (Eom. iii. 25), the 
propitiator himself, by whom man is brought to 
God, and in whom God descends from heaven 
for the salvation of men. 

The first revelation, therefore, of the Cheru- 
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bim waa a simple declaratioa diat God h»i 
provided a mediator from the beginnings from 
the foundation of the world, finom the first 
moment of the fall of man: p ro e cn t con- 
tinually in tjrpe and figure, and from time to 
time by angelic appearances; and afterwards 
at length to become present in His proper 
pcrNon. This second revelation is, that Ghd 
has chosen the land of Canaan, the seed of 
Abraham, for the place and manner of £Bs 
appearance and advent: having left the first 
place of His presence at the gate of Eden, 
and the world by whom He has been rejected, 
and taken up His abode for a time and pur- 
pose among the children of Abraham ; whence, 
having resided and revealed Himself while it 
was a worthy abode, He would again depart 
from among them, when they forfeited and 
rejected this privilege and office, and reveal 
Himself again to all mankind for uniyersal 
redemption and regeneration : which is the 
doctrine and purpose of the cherubic visions 
revealed to Ezekiel. 
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Jacob recognised this reappearance and re- 
moval of the revelation from the gate of Para- 
dise to Canaan when he proclaims with rapture 
and thankfulness, * This is God's house : this is 
the gate of heaven/ 

It seems likely — almost necessary — that the 
Mahanaim, the two Hosts, which welcomed 
Jacob back to the land of revelation (Gen. 
xxxii. 1, 2), were the two Cherubim, or sym- 
bolised the same doctrine. They were at the 
entrance to the Holy Land, as the Cherubims 
were at the entrance of the garden of Eden. 
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THIRD REVELATION. 

THE CLOUD IN THE WILDERNESS. 

The appearance of the cloud cannot be 
omitted in an enumeration of the cherubic 
visions. It seems to have its essential place 
and importance in the series of revelations; 
and most important prominence is given ot 
its office and use in the Israelitish dispensa- 
tion. The Lord was in the pillar of cloud and 

• 

fire, Exod. xiii. 21, and moved with the cloud 
from before the camp to behind it, Exod. 
xiv. 19 ; and He looked through, or out of the 
pillar of fire and of the cloud, ver. 24, to trouble 
the Egyptians ; and the children of Israel looked 
to and beheld the glory of the Lord in the cloud, 
Exod. xvi. 7, 10 ; and the Lord talked with 
Moses out of the cloud, Exod. xxxiii. 9-11, as 
He afterwards spoke to him from the mercy- 
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seat between the Cherubim. The glory of 
the Lord also went before the children of 
Israel in a cloud. And it was the glory of 
the Lord in the cloud which filled the taber- 
nacle, and then took its place on the mercy- 
&eat as the Shekinah, Exod. xl. 34-38. And 
the cloud filled the temple of Solomon, when 
the Lord came down from heayen to take His 
seat and make His abode on the mercy-seat 
there, 1 Kings, viii. 10, 11. 

The cloud was the appearance of the Lord 
to man. The Lord was enthroned in or on 
the cloud as well as upon the Cherubim, and 
they are put together as forming His chariot, 
Ps. xviii. 10, 11 ; and our Lord is said to 
come with clouds. Rev. i. 17, and in the clouds 
of heaven. Matt. xxiv. 30 ; xxvi. 64. 

God's appearance therefore in the cloud 
has some identification with His appearance 
by the Cherubim. But what identification ? 
The Cherubim were the glory of the Lord: 
' This was the appearance of the likeness of the 
glory of the Lord,' Ezek. i. 28 ; and, * Behold, 



88 THB CHERrBIM. 

the glory of the Ood of Israel was there, ac- 
cording to the Tision that I saw in the plain,' 
Ezek« viii. 4 ; and Isaiah saw the glory of Christ 
when he saw the same vision, John, xiL 41, 
compared with Isaiah, vi. And yet the glory 
of the Lord might be separated in religious 
symbol from the Cherubim. ' The glory of the 
Ood of Israel was gone up from the Cherub 
whereupon He was, to the threshold of the 
house/ Ezek. ix. 3 ; and, ' Then the glory of 
the Lord departed from off the threshold of the 
house, and stood over the Cherubim,' ver. 18 ; 
and again, ' Then did the Cherubim lift up their 
wings, and the wheels beside them; and the 
glory of the God of Israel was over them above; 
and the glory of the Lord went up from the 
midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain, 
which is on the «ast side of the city,* w. 23, 
24, as the cloud without the tabernacle, and 
at the door of the tabernacle, and filling the 
tabernacle and temple, might be separated from 
the Shekinah on the mercy-seat. They were 
at the same time one and separable. All the 
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revelatioiis of God are one; but they are 
distinguished in symbol, according to their 
manner, and degree, and use, and intention. 
All revelations are symbolic, and in the nature 
of parable ; and it is to the particular symbol 
that we ought to look for the application. 

The revelation to the Israelites by Moses 
was the beginning of a revelation to the world 
again de novo. Beligion had become corrupt 
or extinguished in the world when Abraham 
was called to be, as it were, a new father of 
the world, — ^the origin a second time of religion 
and revelation. Even revived religion, begun 
in him, and effected in Isaac, and partially 
continued in Jacob, had well-nigh become 
extinct again during the sojourning in Egypt. 
It became necessary to begin revelation as it 
were over again. Accordingly the very first 
and simplest name only of the Godhead was 
made known to them by Moses, ' I AM THAT 
I AM:* and 'Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 
you,' Exod. iii. 14. Even the name Jehovah, 
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the covenant God, the Mediator, was not yet 
revealed to them. (Exod. vi. 3.) 

God was about to reveal Himself, and all 
His plan of mercy and redemption, by degrees, 
and part by part, and more to one order 
of the people than to another, according to 
their office and preparation and capacity: to 
the people, the barest possible knowledge of 
His presence, which was all they were capable 
of; to the priests, more of His nature and 
work, as will be seen in the next Cherubic 
revelation ; to Aaron the high-priest a still 
nearer vision ; to Moses most of all, yet to 
him within the limits of the Old Testament 
dispensation. 

The Cloud was the simplest form of the 
Cherubic revelation. It was such as might 
be seen by all the people of the congrega- 
tion. It signified and represented the pre- 
sence of God merely, without developing 
anything of the nature of His descent. His 
character and office as the Mediator and 
Saviour. It was the same glory which sat 
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upon the mercjfnseat, within the temple, and in 
the inmost recess of it, but it was not seen or 
described in its developed form as there, into 
the cherubic duality, and forms, and faces, 
and wings, and lower parts joined to the 
mercy-seat, and this to the ark, which itself 
touched the ground and rested upon it, being 
carried about from place to place by the staves, 
and changing its locality and position, as the 
Son of God came down from heaven, being 
lowered and lifted by the wings of the Divine 
Spirit, and conversed on earth aad among 
men. 

The Cloud then was the single and simple 
presence of God, descended from heaven, 
visible to the congregation, as their provi- 
dence, And protector, and guide, and governor, 
but still veiled to them in impenetrable oneness 
and darkness, and incomprehensible mystery : 
'He made darkness his secret place (to them); 
his pavilions round about him with dark waters, 
and thick clouds to cover him.' (Ps. xviii. 11.) 
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FOURTH REVELATION. 

ExoD. xxiv. 1, 2, 9, 10, 11. 

* And he said unto Moses, Gome up unto the Lord, 
thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel : and worship ye afar off. And Moses 
alone shall come near the Lord : but they shall not 
come nigh ; neither shall the people go up with him.' 

' Then went up Moses and Aaron, and seventy 
of the elders of Israel. And they saw the God of 
Israel : and there was under his feet as it were a 
paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the 
body of heaven in his clearness. And upon the 
nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand : 
also they saw God, and did eat and drink.' 

This must liaye been Jehovah, the coyenant 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, whom 
they saw — the mediatorial Lord — for no man 
can see God and live; but these saw Gtod 
and did eat and drink, that is, they lived 
to eat and drink ; they wore still mortal flesh 
and blood, and they sinned like other men, 
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in the matter of the golden calf and in other 
transgressions. These seventy elders of the 
people and sinners saw Him, whereas even 
Moses could not see the face and glory of 
Qt)d Himself (Exod. xxxiii. 18-23) ; he could 
only see His back part, — His typical, veiled, 
and mediatorial character. God says, that 
Moses shall see the similitude of the Lord, 
but the prophets shall only see visions and 
dreams (Num. xii. 6, 8). And He says to 
the people, 'They saw no similitude of Him 
when He spake to them out of the fire, only 
they heard a voice ' (Deut. iv. 12, 15). But 
Moses himself saw only a similitude, the 
mediatorial Jehovah, and Him only chiefly 
in shadows and types — as in the burning 
bushy and in the cloud, and in the Cherubim, 
and in the Shekinah throned between the Che- 
rubim. The elders^ therefore, can have seen 
no more than Moses himself saw. But thoy 
may have seen as much, though from afar 
off, and indistinctly, and momentarily only, 
and with fiigitive impression, as all visions, 
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and dreams, and divine revelations, even to 
the most favoured prophets, are rapturously 
imparted. 

This, therefore, was a revelation and vision 
of the Mediator Jehovah, * the God of Israel,' 
the Son of God to be made man ; the visible 
expression and revelation of the supreme Gtodr 
head, the unseen, unapproachable Father. 

This Divine Person was throned above the 
heaven: having under His feet, as He sat, 
for a pavement the azure vault of the sky, 
upon which His throne was planted. This, 
therefore, revealed the divinity of the Re- 
deemer. But here, as yet, was no revelation 
that the Jehovah Lord, the God of Israel, 
thus seated and throned above the heavens, 
was in like manner to stand upon the earth 
and walk among men. As the Father and 
the Son are not here distinguished, but the 
gazers supposed that the supreme God was 
visible and now seen by them, according to 
the low appreciation of the ineffable God 
which was then universally current among 
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men ; so, therefore, there could be no revela- 
tion of the incarnated Mediator, the express 
image of the power, and mercy, and holiness, 
of the supreme God, in whom should dwell all 
the fiilness of the Godhead bodily, since they 
did not know that the great 'I AM' could 
not be looked upon or conceived. 

"We may have liberty to conjecture that 
the throne of the Cherubim was witnessed 
by these elders, as also that it was surrounded 
by the host of angels, as was the cherubic 
vision in Bev. v., and as the wall of the 
Holy of holies which encircled the Shekinah 
were thickly adorned with Cherubim. But 
no such appearances are recorded; and it is 
the record and description given which alone 
constitutes the revelation of any vision, and 
no such supposed accompaniments, there- 
fore, are to be regarded. The revelation is 
8iD.Kly of the divine power and dignity of 
the covenant God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob : that He is the proper object of worship, 
yet He will show Himself to the eyes of mortal 
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men subject to human appetite, necessity, and 
infirmity. 

The Cherubim at the gate of the garden 
of Eden showed that there was still a reve- 
lation and mediation between Gh)d and man: 
the cherubic vision to Jacob made known 
that this revelation was to be henceforth made 
to the family of Abraham, and in the land 
of Canaan. The Cloud proclaimed to the 
children of Israel that God was present with 
them, fulfilling this promise. The vision to 
Moses and Aaron and the seventy elders 
showed to them that God would reveal Him- 
self to His chosen ; and the preparatory 
sacrifices and sprinkling of blood performed 
in this chapter, signifies that this approach 
must be made through the atoning blood. 
But nothing more was revealed, and this they 
saw afar off and momentarily, though directly 
and openly. The manner of this work, and 
the particulars of this mystery, were to be 
given through Moses, the himian and typical 
mediator; the mediator of the law and the 
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ceremonies wliicli kept man apart from God, 
not the Mediator who made Iiim one with Him 
(Gtil. iii. 20). This method and these par- 
ticulars were to be embodied only in types. 
The heavenly vision, just seen, was first to be 
represented and developed by the figures of 
the Cherubim, and the Shekinah on the 
mercy-seat, concealed from the congregation 
behind the vail, and not to be seen and under- 
stood till the vail was rent and removed by 
complete fulfilment in the antitype. Other 
representations in the outer temple, visible to 
the congregation, even to the sacrifices per- 
formed on the outside of the temple itself, 
and all the ceremonies, were but further por- 
tions and details of this ujideveloped cherubic 
vision, and its mystery, which was the Incar- 
nation and Bedemption. 

These, therefore, will begin to be unfolded 
in the next cherubic revelation. 
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FIFTH REVELATION. 

THE CHERUBIM OVER THE MERCY^EAT AND 
THE ARK IN THE TABERNACLE. 

ExoD. XXV. 10-22. 

* And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two 
cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cabit 
and a half the breadth thereof^ and a cubit and a half 
the height thereof.) And thou shalt overlay it with 
pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, 
and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about. 
And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put 
thom in the four comers thereof; and two rings shall 
bo in the one side of it, and two rings in the other 
side of it. And thou shalt moke staves of shittim 
wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt 
put the staves in the rings by the sides of the ark, 
that the ark may be borne with them. The staves 
shall be in the rings of the ark : they shall not be 
taken from it. And thou shalt put into the ark the 
toBtimony which I shall give thee. And thou shalt 
make a mercy-seat of pure gold : two cubits and 
ft half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and 
ft half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make 
^Wo Cherubims of gold : of beaten work shalt thou 
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bake them, in the two ends of the mercy-seat. And 
make one Cherab on the one end, and the other Cherub 
on the other end : even of (the matter of, marg,) the 
mercy-seat shall ye make the Ghembims on the two 
ends thereof. And the Cherubims shall stretch forth 
their wings on high, covering the mercy-seat with 
their wings : and their faces shall look one to another ; 
toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the Cherubims 
be. And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above upon the 
ark : and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that 
I shall give thee. And there will I meet with thee, 
and I will commune with thee from above the mercy- 
seat, from between the two Cherubims which are upon 
the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give 
thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.* 

This is the first developed and detailed 
revelation of the Cherubim. Hitherto there 
has been only a revelation that there is a 
tnediation between God and man provided. 
But what the form of that mediation is to 
be was not made known. That God con- 
descended from heaven to men, and that He 
had provided a means by which mankind 
should be restored to the heavenly Paradise 
and the tree which should give eternal life, 
this was signified by the vision at the gate 

i 
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of Eden, and again by Jacob's ladder; anA- 
the cloud in the wilderness in sight over 
the camp of Israel showed them that God's 
presence and proyidence was ever with them, 
and shadowed and guided them. But there 
was no distinction and development in this 
mysterious Godhead. They knew not that 
God was so high that He cannot be seen; 
that there was a distinction between the in- 
visible and a visible God. They thought^ God 
Himself might be heard and seen, that He 
was palpable and visible, for that He spoke 
from heaven, and that He appeared to them 
in the cloud. 

But now the necessity of a Mediator was 
to be made known. Somewhat also of His 
nature and office was to be disclosed. This 
was done by the description of the Cherubim, 
the mercy-seat, the ark, the tabernacle and 
its furniture. A separation was first made be- 
tween the invisible and the visible. The Holy 
of holies represented heaven, — four-square — 
the length, and breadth, and height of it were 
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equal — ydled in darkness ; all that occupied it 
"woa hid in awful mystery, unseen, impenetrable. 
The chief symbols therein were the Cheru- 
bim. They must represent that which is 
divine, for they are to be made of pure gold, 
which always signifies Divine nature in the 
construction and jEumiture of the tabernacle.* 

• This distinction is very closely observed. The 
mercy-seat, which was Christ, was of * pure ' gold ; the 
ark, which is Christ, was covered within and without 
with * pure ' gold ; while the rings and the staves of it 
were 'gold.' The table, which was Christ, was of 
'pure' gold; so was the candlestick, which sym- 
bolised the Holy Spirit. The altar of incense, which 
is Christ, was overlaid with 'pure' gold. But the 
outward boards of the tabernacle were overlaid with 
* gold ; ' and the pillars which supported the veil were 
overlaid with ' gold ; ' and their hooks and chapiters 
were of * gold.' 

In seeming disagreement with this, it is said, Exod. 
zxv. 18, ' Thou shalt make two Cherubims of gold,' 
But immediately after it is said, ver. 19, ^ Of the matter 
—the same material and piece — of the mercy-seat 
shall ye make the Cherubims on the two ends thereof; ' 
and immediately before, ver. 17, * Thou shalt make a 
mercy-seat of pure gold.' Therefore the Cherubims 
which were of the same piece, must have been o pure 
gold. 
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They are two, because they symbolise the Son 
and the Holy Spirit ; or, which is consLstent 
with the figurative language of the Scriptures 
— they may signify the duality, the distinction 
between the incommimicable supreme Godhead 
and Jehovah the Mediator, and that God the 
Father can make Himself known to man only 
by God becoming man, taking upon Hini the 
fashion of human nature, — by the Incarnation, 
now for the first time more particularly revealed 
and symbolically represented. But the more 
probable representation seems to be that of the 
second and third Persons, especially as the Son 
and the Holy Spirit are symbolised in the outer 
temple by the table with the shewbread and 
the candlestick. 

The Cherubim look directly towards God, 
and towards each other, with their faces im- 
veiled. They are one with the mercy-seat and 
with each other. They have wings stretched 
on high (Exod. xxv. 20 ; xxxvii. 9), by which 
they come down from heaven, showing them 
to be Divine ; and covering, brooding over the 
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mercy-seat and the ark (1 Kings, yiii. 7). And 
in Solomon's temple they stretched their wings 
so as to touch the walls of the oracle, that 
is, to the utmost bounds of heaven. They 
together constitute the throne of God, — the 
mercy-seat, 'I\a<rrfipiov, the propitiation, Rom. 
iiL 25. — Christ Himself, full of the Holy 
Spirit, by which and by whom God the 
Father condescends to mankind, and reveals 
Himself to sinful human nature, and brings 
it up again to Himself. 

The mercy-seat again is one with the ark; 
it has no other covering. The ark itself is 
Christ. The shittim-wood it was made of is 
generally understood to signify His human 
nature. It was overlaid within and without 
with pure gold, with the Divine graces of 
holiness and perfectness, as well in inmost 
thought as in outward conversation. AU its 
dimensions exceeded by a half, — its length 
two and a half cubits, its breadth one and 
a half, its height one and a half. By which 
was figured the superabundance of Christ's 
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proportions and excellence. In it was to be 
put the testimony — twice repeated — to impress 
its great significance and completeness; that 
is, in Him was the perfect fulfilment of the 
law, according to His own exposition of it 
in his Sermon on the Mount. 

The ark had staves, which might never be 
taken out of their rings ; as if always ready 
for use, and in use. These were the same in 
meaning as the cherubic wheels in Ezekiel. 
They signed the God-man's walk and conversa- 
tion upon earth, and among the various haunts 
of men ; His im wearied diligence also, as is par- 
ticularly exhibited by St. Mark, who uses for 
over the word * straightway' — evSretogy showing 
forth the Redeemer's zeal, ubiquity, and energy 
of benevolence, and in the work of salvation. 

What, then, was the efiect of this revelation 
and representation P 

It signified in the first place the distinction 
between the invisible and the visible Godhead. 
The Holy of holies itself was veiled in im- 
penetrable darkness, to be entered once a- 
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year— once only, and then in a doud of smoke 
— by the High Priest, representing Christ. 
Jehovah God, in the Shekinah, sat between 
the Gherubims on the mercy-seat, invisible; 
and if visible, then only in a luminous cloud, 
which itself was not to be looked upon by 
the human high priest, but was to be hidden 
from him by the cloud of incense. Inas- 
much as it was concealed, it represented the 
Father; inasmuch as it was visible, it repre- 
sented the Son. The supreme and the media- 
torial God are one, except that the mediatorial 
person, the express image of the supreme God, 
is seen and handled ; but He himself no man 
can see or approach imto, except through the 
only-begotten Son in the bosom of the Father, 
who reveals Him. And He reveals Himself 
by the Spirit (1 Cor. ii. 12), These revealers 
are the Cherubim. 

But the Cherubim have wings. They have 
not put off their divine nature. They are 
in the condition of the angels in Jacob's 
ladder, ascending and descending upon the 
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Son of Man from heaven. They are at least 
in this revelation not yet human. But they 
are one with the mercy-seat, Christ. The, 
mercy-seat is one with the ark, which is 
Christ in His human nature, though overlaid 
within and without with Divine beauty and 
holiness. The ark, while it is one with the 
Cherubim, has no wings; it has staves and 
stands upon the earth : ' when they stand they 
let down their wings' (Ezek. i. 24). They 
empty themselves of the Divine nature. 

The Shekinah, or Divine Cloud, then the 
Cherubim, the mercy-seat, and the ark, are 
all the one and same Jehovah, in different 
stages of revelation and office, in different 

• 

development and approach towards the actual 
reality and work of the incarnation and re- 
demption. They show Christ slain from the 
foimdation of the world : but this redemption 
is still hid in darkness and mystery, it is 
behind the vail; even the sjrmbols of it are 
more in thought than expression, and are 
not viewed openly. 
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. But sometHng is shown in shadow^ even 
without the vail, to priestly worshippers. 
There were the table and the candlestick; 
the one signifying Christ, the other the Holy 
Spirit. These presented themselves in the 
outer temple to the religious world, to those 
who sought heaven, for religious attention 
and observance; they set forth the loaves 
and trimmed the lamps. The angel, Christ, 
walked in the earth, was conversant with holy 
men, — *He rejoiced in the habitable part of 
the earth, and his delights were with the 
sons of men ' (Prov. viii. 31) ; the Holy Spirit 
also brooded over chaos, and inspired men's 
hearts, long before the good wine of the actual 
incarnation and Gospel of redemption, and 
the Pentecostal gift of the Holy Spirit was 
poured out, which was kept up, being revealed 
only in earnest and symbol, for 4000 years. 

The table and the candlestick are a part 
of the cherubic symbol and revelation. They 
are, as it were, the fringe or skirts of the 
representation. They are the train which 
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filled the outer temple in the vision of Isaiah, 
the Divine nature, the God-man descended 
into and conversant in the world, and to 
become incarnate. But these symbols were 
separated by the vail. They were not seen 
as they were by Isaiah, before whom the vail 
seems to have been withdrawn, to be joined 
to and one with the Lord sitting upon His 
throne, the mercy-seat, representing and re- 
vealing the Man-god, and the God-man in the 
world, the Mediator and mediation bringing 
down God to man, and raising up mankind to 
heaven. 

This vision of the Seraphim to Isaiah we 
shall presently proceed to illustrate ; but there 
is still another preparatory to it which requires 
a short notice. 
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2 Chbon. iii. 10-13, and 1 Kings, vi. 23-28. 

2 Chron. iii. 10-13. * And in the most holy house 
he made two Gherubims of image work, and overlaid 
them with gold. And the wings of the Gherubims 
were twenty cubits long : one wing of the one Gherub 
was five cubits, reaching to the wall of the house ; 
and the other wing was likewise five cubits, reaching 
to the wing of the other Gherub. And one wing of the 
other Cherub was five cubits, reaching to the wall of 
the bouse ; and the other wing was five cubits also, 
joining the wing of the other Gherub. The wings of 
these Cherubim spread themselves forth twenty cubits : 
and they stood on their feet, and their faces were 
inward.^ 

At 1 Ejngs, vi. 23-28, the description is, *^ And within 
the oracle he made two Gherubims of olive tree, each 
ten cubits high. And five cubits was the one wing 
of a cherub, and five cubits the other wing of the 
Cherub : firom the uttermost part of the one wing to 
the uttermost part of the other were ten cubits. And 
the other Gherub was ten cubits : both the Cherubs 
were of one measure and of one size. The height of 
the one Gherub was ten cubits, and so was it of the 



60 THE CHERUBIM. 

other Cherub. And he set the Cherubims within the 
inner house : and they stretched forth the wings of 
tlie Cherubim, so that the wing of the one touched 
the one wall, and the wing of the other Cherub 
touched the other wall ; and their wings touched one 
another in the midst of the house. And he overlaid 
the Cherubims with gold/ 

This addition to tlie furniture of tlie temple, 
together with all the other additions to the 
furniture ordained for the tabernacle by Moses, 
was provided by the express command of God ; 
therefore it was a revelation. It is recorded, 
in 1 Chron. xxviii. 11, 12, 19, 'Then David 
gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the 
porch, &c., the pattern of all that he had by 
the Spirit. AU this, said David, the Lord 
made me to understand in writing by his 
hand upon me, even all the works of this 
pattern.* And at 2 Chron. iii. 3, it is said, 
*Now these are the things wherein Solomon 
was instructed for the building of the house 
of God.' ^ 

Therefore God purposed by these new pat- 
terns, both those within the most holy place and 
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those in the outer temple, to impart a new 
symbolical revelation beyond that which had 
been symbolised and typically revealed before ; 
and more especially in this addition to the 
number, or multiplied representation of the 
Oherubim, the most mysterious and holy part 
of the temple symbolisms. These Cherubims, 
it is said, were ' of image work : ' that is, they 
were of a sjrmbolic and representative character. 
This new symbol then revealed more ex- 
pressly than before the divinity and humanity 
of the beings whom these figures represented. 
The Mosaic Cherubims had wings, showing 
they were of a celestial nature. They were 
the only associates of the Divine Shekinah 
on His throne, the mercy-seat, being one with 
ity which was in closest contact with Him. 
But here they are shown to stretch their wings 
to the utmost bounds of heaven, which none 
can do except God Himself; and this fact is 
enforced by the most exact and persistent de- 
scription and repetition, showing that it was 
the most essential and important characteristic 
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of the symbol. And it is more expressly signi- 
fied than it liad been in the Mosaic tabernacle, 
that the Holy of holies represented heaven, for 
Solomon not only overlaid it with pure gold, 
but he overlaid the floor of it with gold within 
and without, and he carved all the walls round 
about with figures of Cherubims, and the 
doors with Gherubims, as the second vail of 
the tabernacle was figured, representing that 
the whole was the dwelling-place of Divinity. 
(1 Kings, vi. 21, 29, 30 ; 2 Chron. iii. 8, 14.) 

Then the equality of these cherubic beings, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost, is strongly ex- 
pressed and enforced, — ^that they were of one 
measure and of one size (1 Kings, vi. 25). 
The height also of these Cherubim was ten 
cubits : a stature far exceeding anything which 
is elsewhere related in the whole Scriptures, or 
is conceivable. 

These cherubic beings then pervade and 
occupy the whole of heaven; they stretch 
forth their divine wings so that they touch the 
outmost walls of the Holy of holies, they reach 
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to the utmost boimds of the circumference of 
heaven. What is said of one is said of the 
other^ and what is said of both together is 
said of each: the Son and the Holy Spirit 
each pervade and give life to the whole 
heaven — the whole imiverse we may say : — but 
not the * imiverse/ but * heaven:' — 'universe* 
is a scientific word, and religion has nothing 
to do with philosophy or philosophic ideas. 
The 'universe' has to do with sight, and 
touch, and measure, and number: heaven 
has to do with internal sense, with the life, 
with the soul. The Word therefore and the 
Spirit fill the utmost boimds, the height, depth, 
and breadth of the religious firmament. In 
this sense it is that Christ Jesus and His 
Church are ' the fcdness of Him that filleth 
all in alL' At the same time the boimdless 
depths of the material creation, the imiverse, 
is justly made a parable, a type, of the vast- 
ness'of Divine power and the work of grace, 
of the everlasting and infinite glories and 
holiness of the spiritual heaven. 



64 * THB CHERUHtlff. 

It is said pointedly of these Chembim that 
they stood upon their feet. By this was signi- 
fied that these Divine Persons would desooid 
upon the earth, and be revealed by the Ineama- 
tion. This was not plainly revealed by the 
Mosaic Cherubim. They are not said to have 
had any feet : the manner in which they rested 
upon the mercy -seat, whether by their feet 
or thoir knees, or whether they sat, this is 
not described; and it is the description, jiot 
the reality — which must be be conjectural--' 
that constitutes the revelation and the doctrine. 
The Cherubim of Moses terminated beneath in 
the ark ; and though the ark represented the 
humanity of Christ yet this was only distantly 
signified, and not at all with the plainness with 
which it was represented by these figurative 
beings divinely furnished with wings standing 
with feet upon the ground. The staves in the 
ark, which were instruments of locomotion, 
signified the same things as the feet in these 
figures, but by a more covert and enigmatical 
representation. 
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And the faces of these Oherubim were 
'inward/ Whether this describes that their 
&ces looked towards the wall, westward, so 
as to be entirely hid, or that they looked to- 
wards one another, and not outward at any- 
thing round about, the meaning in either case 
is the same. It is not the actual form and 
reality of the vision which is material, but 
the way in which it is described which is the 
revelation, as in other symbolical appearances. 
Their faces were inward : that is, they did not 
as yet reveal themselves to mankind in their 
full nature and office. In Ezek. i. their face 
fronts to the seer, and the faces are dis- 
ting^QiBhed ; in Zech. iv. their office as pourei^ 
of the heavenly oil of the Holy Spirit out of 
themselves is described; but here all is as 
yet hidden, all is only incipient revelation and 
mystery; only their filling the whole heaven 
in their divine nature, and their standing with 
fheir feet upon the earth in the incarnation, 
are signified : the rest, their advent, office, acts, 
are to be thereafter revealed. 
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These Cherubims were made of olive-tree, 
— * trees of oil' in the margin. The signifi" 
cation of this is not explained till a much late^ 
revelation, in the 4th chapter of ZechariaJ^* 
This will show that the olive, the oil-tre^» 
had reference to the Holy Spirit, as will l7^ 
there developed; but only the foundation 
of the doctrine is laid here, to be afterward^ 
elucidated. 

I have sometimes doubted whether the tw(r 
Cherubims represent the second and third 
persons of the Godhead, or whether they do 
not signify the duality only, — the Son, there- 
fore, as proceeding from the Father : especially 
as the number * Two ' seems to be particularly 
applied to Christ, namely, in the number of 
victims offered, and elsewhere. But I conclude 
on the whole, that they sign the Holy Spirit 
also : especially since the Holy Spirit iig repre- 
sented in the outer temple by the candlestick, 
where Christ is at the same time represented 
by the table of shewbread. Also in the 4th 
chapter of Zechariahi already mentioned, where 
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two Cherubims of olive-tree are particu- 
iUuded to, the operation of the Spirit is 
ictrine which is expressly revealed. Also, 
) feast of Pentecost, at which the Holy 
was given, two loaves were offered. 
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SEVENTH REVELATION. 

Isaiah, chap. vi. 

Ver. 1. * In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw 2^aC^^ 
the Lord (even the Lord, the Lord Himself) sittini 
npon a throne (the mercy-seat), high and lifted up, an£^ 
his train* filled thetemple.f 2. Above it stood the 
seraphims : each one had six wings ; with twain he 
covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. 3. And one cried unto 
another, and said. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory. 4. And 
the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 5. Then 
said I, Woe is me, for I am undone : because I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts. 6. Then flew one of the 
seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 



* Marg., the skirts thereof. b^l27, the flowing skirt 
of a robe : Gesen. 

+ bS'^U'?! *^® outer temple expressly, answering to 
the nave of a cathedral : Gesenius. It primarily means 
a spacious building. 
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which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar. 
7. And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this 
bath touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away^ 
and thy sin purged. 8. Also I heard thet voice of the 
Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us? Then said I, Here am I ; send me. 9. And he 
said, Go and tell this people. Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 
10. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 
ears heavy, and shut their eyes ; lest they see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and convert, and be healed. 11. Then 
said I, Lord, how long ? And he answered, Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses 
without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 12. 
And the Lord have removed men far away, and there 
be a great forsaking in the midst of the land, 13. But 
yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall 
be eaten ; as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance 
is in them, when they cast their leaves : so the holy 
seed shall be the substance thereof.' 



What a wonderful revelation to Isaiah was 
this ! It is said, ^ I saw the Lord Himself 
sitting upon His throne, exalted on high in 
the Holy of holies, which is heaven, — and 
His train filled the outer temple, which is 
earth/ In this, St. John says expressly 
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(John, xii. 41) he saw Christ's glory : there- 
fore it was Christ that he saw. He saw 
Him at once on earth and in heaven. Here 
is no mention of the vail. The vail is * rent 
in twain' and ^ taken away.' Heaven and 
earth are joined together. Here is no mention 
of the table and candlestick which occupied 
the Mosaic tabernacle ; the train is in the 
place of that : the train is that, — occupying 
the whole space which those occupied; and 
they are shown to be united and one with 
the Lord Himself, sitting on His throne in 
heaven, on the mercy-seat. 

What Isaiah therefore says and proclaims 
is this : I saw the Lord God Himself Licar- 
nate ; He is at once divine and human : He 
is at once lifted up, exalted, as high as heaven, 
in imion with the Father, and at the same time 
He is human : His lower part. His train, called 
in other places His feet (represented by the 
wheels going upon the ground in Ezekiel, 
and by the staves of the ark in the tabernacle 
with which He, as it were, walked and moved 
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about), this Gk)d-inan, the Mediator and Re- 
deemer, heretofore veiled and separated from 
mankind within the Holy of Holies, heaven, 
— the veil of separation and concealment being 
now rent and taken away, — comes down and 
occupies and inhabits the outer temple itself, 
the earth, and is present in the world with 
TTi'fl saints and worshippers. He fills the 
church, the holy land, the whole world, which 
He comes down to redeem with His presence. 
The doctrine of the hieroglyphic representation 
is expressed by the text, ^The Son of man 
which is in heaven.'* 

* The doctrine of ' The Son of man which is in 
heaven/ which is the constant revelation of this 
and of the suhsequent visions of the Cheruhim, is so 
ably amplified by Mr. Church in his sermons before 
the university (p. 88), that I will here quote the 
passage : — 

' It is in vain to try to express in words that of 
which nothing but the gospels open before ns can 
convey the extent, the impression left on our minds, 
of One who, all the while that He was on earth, was in 
heart, and soul, and thought, undivided for a moment 
from heaven. He does what is most human ; but He 
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It is to be noticed that here there is no 
description whatever given of the Lord Him- 
self in His upper part, in His Divine nature 
and character, as there is in Ezekiel, where 
He is revealed as a fire infolding itself; and 
at Eev. iv. 3, where He is said to be to 
sight as a jasper and a sardine stone. The 
Divine nature is hid as yet in impenetrable 
mystery, to be afterwards revealed by the 
Messiah. The distinction between the Father 
and the Son was not made known; Jehovah, 
the revealed, the visible, mediatorial God, 
was supposed by the Hebrews to be the 

lives absolutely in the divine. However we see Him, 
— tempted, teaching, healing, comforting helpless 
sorrow, sitting at meat at the wedding or the feast, 
rebuking the hypocrites, in the wilderness, in the 
temple, in the passover chamber, on the cross, — He of 
whom we are reading is yet all the while that which 
His own words can alone express, *^even the Son of 
man which is in heaven.'* The Divine Presence, the 
vmiq^ with the Father, is about Him always, like the 
light and air, — ambient, invisible, yet incapable, even in 
thought, of being away. And yet, with this perpetual 
dwelling and conversing with God, to which it were 
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fiapreme, ine&ble God Himself^ and, accord- 
ingly, they hold it to be irreverent and profane 
to eren pronounce the name ' Jehovah.' 

V. 2. 'Above it' (that is on it, on the 
throne itself, and one with, as with the mercy- 
seat in the tabemade), ^ stood the Seraphims,' 
forming the throne itself of the Lord, the 
'iXaariipiov, the propitiatory, Christ, in whom 
He condescended from heaven to earth, and 
stood upon the terrestrial world, as the ark, 
of which it was a part, rested upon the ground. 
'Each one had six wings, two of which 
covered his face, his upper part, two covered 

blasphemy to compare the highest ascents of the 
saiotliest spirit, what we actually see is the rude, 
hard work and sufferings by which He set up among 
men the kingdom of Gk)d. What the most devout con- 
templation detached from all earthly things could never 
attain to, was in Him compatible with the details 
and calls of the busiest ministry. Yet labour and care, 
and the ever-thronging society of men, came not for 
an instant between Him and the Father ; and even 
we, with our dim perception of that Divine mystery, 
cannot think of Him without that background of hea- 
ven, not seen, but felt, in all that He says and does.' 
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his feet, his lower parts/ That is, both the 
divinity and humanity, and especially the union 
of the human with the Divine nature, are as 
yet veiled in mystery. The vail of his body 
must be rent, before the divinity can be seen to 
shine out of it ; as Gideon's earthen pitchers 
must be broken before the light that was 
in them could be seen : to the conquest, that 
is, the conviction and conversion of the Gentile 
multitude. 

The *two wings with which they did fly' 
are the Divine power and love by which the 
God-man, while on earth, ascended to and was 
at all times conversant in heaven, and with 
which He brought down the gospel message of 
salvation from heaven to earth. 

V. 3. The Seraphim are two, as on the 
mercy-seat, for they *cry one to another,' 
that is, with one consent ; Christ and the Holy 
Spirit proclaim and preach the same truth. 

This doctrine is the baptism in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 'Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
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of hosts/ it is said, as when the Father uttered 
the Bath Col to the Son, ^ This is my beloved 
Son/ at His baptism, while the Holy Ghost 
descended and remained upon Him ; and as 
the angels proclaimed at His Incarnation, 
* Glory to God the Father, who is in the 
highest heaven, and to God the Son, who 
has come down to give peace and reconcilia- 
tion upon earth, and to God the Holy Ghost, 
brought by the good-will of the Bedeemer 
to sanctify and comfort us.' 

v. 4. * And the posts of the door were 
moved at the voice of him that cried/ The 
door of entrance to salvation is about to be 
thrown open, and the hinges and posts upon 
which it hangs groan and shake: the priests 
who kept the door, and shut it up, and keep 
the key, and take it away, are deposed and 
shaken out of their place ; for the Shekinah 
is there. He has broken up and has gone 
through the door. *The house is filled with 
smoke ^ of His Incarnate Presence ; which 
smoke is the same in act as ' His train filled 
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the temple' (ver. i.)^ and as 'the whole earth 
is full of his glory ' (ver. 3). 

But the symbol and doctrine is differeni 
The first, ' his train/ signs simply the Incar- 
nation, the presence of the Gt)d-man in the 
world. The second, * The whole earth is fall 
of his glory,' declares that this God-man will 
proclaim the gospel light and life, and pro- 
claim it to all mankind; 'His life was the 
light of men/ 

The third description of the appearance, 
'the house was filled with smoke' (the same 
as the cloud and the glory, Lev. xvi. 2; 
1 Kings, viii. 10; 2 Chron. v. 13; Ezet 
X. 4), reveals that the Messiah shall teach 
by parables, that His Incarnate flesh will be 
a parable, a cloud which shall be a light 
and savour of life indeed to these, but dark- 
ness and a savour of death to those who 
shall see indeed but not perceive, as it is 
presently revealed will be the case with the 
Jews. ' The light shineth in darkness and 
the darkness comprehended it not:' which is 
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the reason why that whioh was just before 
Called glory, is here called smoke. 

The doctrine of atonement and redemption 
is now declared, and also the terms of it. 
By fire from the altar of Christ's death 
iniquity is taken away, and sin is purged 
(yer. 7). And this follows upon confession of 
sin, a self-conyiction of guilt and uncleanness 
in the presence of the holiness of the recog- 
nised Sayiour, which is always the effect of 
fidth in the presence of God. ^ Woe is me, 
for I am » man of imclean lips, for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts,' the 
GK)d-man Incarnate. In the same way Peter 
says, seeing the Divine power of the Saviour, 
'Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 
Lord;' and Job says, 'Mine eye seeth thee; 
therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes.' 

The lips are here put for all the actions 
of a man, and the thoughts and intents of his 
heart ; for * out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.' 
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But tliis Incarnation and presence of the 
Lord will be denied, and this redemption 
rejected by the Jews: — * Go and tell this 
people, Hear ye indeed, but xuiderstand not; 
and see ye indeed, but perceive not,' Ac. 
(w. 9, 10). And this rejection shall be so 
perverse and entire that it shall bring on 
them the Divine judgment of utter destruction 
and banishment (w. 11, 12). * Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the 
houses without man, and the land be utterly 
desolate, and the Lord hath removed men far 
away, and there be a great forsaking in the 
midst of the land.' 

And the conversion of a few, and the return 
after this dispersion, is also predicted (ver. 13). 
^ But in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, 
and shall be eaten as a teil tree and as an oak, 
whose substance is in them when they cast 
their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the 
substance thereof.' 

The higher doctrines more plainly revealed 
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in this beyond former visions of the Cherubim, 
are shortly the following : — 

V. 1. God the Son comes down from heaven, 
from within the vail, and is conversant 
among men, is revealed to His believers 
and worshippers in the world — in the outer 
temple. 

V. 2. Still His divinity and His humanity, 
by which He at once walks on earth and has 
His conversation in heaven, is a mystery even 
to His followers. This cannot be imderstood 
till after Christ's death and resurrection. 
' Tell the vision to no man till the Son of man 
be risen from the dead.' 

V. 3. He reveals the glorious gospel light 
and truth, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

v. 4. The priests, the scribes, the teachers 
of the law, the possessors of the key, the pillars 
of Divine truth, are shaken and dismayed, 
as being about to be removed from their plac^ 
and office, being proud and self-righteous. 

V. 5. For humble confession of sin and 
repentance, upon view of the Divine holiness 
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in Christy is the entrance to redemption ancl 
the kingdom of heaven. 

yy. 6^ 7. And then the atonement made 
by fire upon the altar^ the cross, cleanses 
from all sin. 

TV. 8-12. The proud Jews shall be blind 
and deaf to the preaching of the doctrine of 
salvation through the incarnate, lowly, crucified 
Jesus. 

For which they shall be rejected for a time, 
and the Gentiles called in (y. 3). ' The whole 
earth is full of His glory/ 

But (y. 13) a remnant shall belieye and 
be sayed, and ultimately the whole natum 
shall take root again, and flourish, and be 
reinstated. 

This is the prelude and table of contents 
to the whole of Isaiah, the eyangelical prophet, 
whose prophesying to the end is all an ampli- 
fication and application of the doctrine of this 
yision* 



EIGHTH EEVELATION. 

EZEKIEL, CHAP. i. 

Yer. 1. ' Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year,^ 

in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as 

I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that 

the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.f 

2. In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth 

year of king Jehoiachin's captivity, 3. The word of 

the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the 

son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans, by the river 

Ghebar ; and the hand of the Lord was there upon 

him. 4. And I looked, and behold, a whirlwind came 

out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding 

itself, and a brightness;^ was about it, and out of the 



• Probably of his age, being a priest, and being the 
age at which the priests entered upon their office 
(Num. iv. 3). So Christ entered upon His office at 
this age. (Matt. iii. 23.) 

f That is, wonderful visions : Com. k Lapide. 

\ njb, the sun*s rays. We must imagine such 
rays as are the glory round saints* head in medi»val 
pictures. The same was signified by the golden 



7 
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midst thereof* as the colour of amber, out of the midst 
of the fire : 6. Out of the midst thereof came the lik^" 
ness of fourf living creatures. And this was their 
appearance ; they had the likeness of a man. 6. Ad^ 
every one had four faces, and every one had four wings- 
7. And their feet were straight | feet ; and the sole of 
their foot was like the sole of a calfs foot ; and tbey 
sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. 8. Ad^ 
they had the hands of a man under their wings on 
their four sides ; and they four had their faces and 
their wings. 9. And their wings were joined one to 
another ; they turned not when they went ; they went 
every one straight forward. 10. As for the likeness of 
their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the 
face of a lion on the right side ; and they four had 
the face of an ox on the left side ; they four also had 
the face of an eagle. 11. Thus were their faces : and 



crowns round the ark, and the table of the shew- 
bread, and the altar of incense. And see ver. 28. 

• A figure : Com. k Lapide. A man : or, figures : 
explained by, or the same as the living creatures in the 
next verse. 

f Solomon added two Cherubim to the altar of 
incense, and so made them four : Com. k Lapide. I 
do not find this ; but he added two in the holy of 
holies. (1 Kings, vi. 23-29. 2 Chron. iii. 10-13.) 

t "^^^j iflw^*"* means up«ght, righteous. Hence, 
Jeshurun, 
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^heir wings were stretched upward ; • two wings of 
^eiy one were joined one to another, and two covered 
their bodies. 12. And they went every one straight 
forward : whither the spirit was to go they went ; and 
they turned not when they went. 13. As for the like- 
1)688 of the living creatures, their appearance was like 
burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps : 
it went up and down among the living creatures ; and 
the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth light- 
ning. 14. And the living creatures ran and returned 
as the appearance of a flash of lightning. 15. Now, 
as I beheld the living creatures, behold, one f wheel 
Qpon the earth by the living creatures, with his four 



* t.«. two were stretched upward; *two' being 
borrowed firom the next clauses, more Hebrceo. These 
wings could not be those which were joined one to 
another, nor those which covered their bodies. They 
had six wings, as in Isa. vi. 

j- It is to be noted that here * one ' wheel is ex- 
pressly mentioned, and then * wheels ' in the plural, in 
the same way as w. 4, 5, — ' a ^ man is first mentioned 
(see note there), and then four living creatures, who 
together had the likeness of 'a* man: seeming to 
signify that one being is intended under the fourfold 
emblem. Also, ver. 16, when * wheels * are mentioned, 
they are immediately said to be like a wheel within 
a wheel ; together forming one complicated fourfold 
wheel. Perhaps the same mutual involution and 
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faces. 16. The appearance of the wheels, and their' 
woi^ * was like unto the coloar of a beryl : and they 
fonr had one likeness : and their appearance and their 
work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 
17. When they went, they went npon their fonr sides ; 
and they turned not when they went. 18. As for their 
rings they were so high that they were dreadful ; and 
their rings were full of eyes round about them four. 

19. And when the living creatures went, the wheels 
went by them : and when the living creatures were 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 

20. Whithersoever the spirit was to go they went, 
thither was their spirit to go ; and the wheels were 
lifted up over against them : for the spirit of the living 
creature was in the wheels. 21. When those went, 
these went ; and when those stood, these stood ; and 
when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels 
were lifted up over against them : for the spirit of the 
living creature was in the wheels. 22. And the like-: 



identification may be intended by the wings of the 
living creatures touching one another and going all 
together, vv. 11, 12. Also, ver. 15, it is said, 'the 
living creatures, with " his " four faces.' 

* n^59> means work, not workmanship. It is a 
noun of action : Gesen. It also means what is pro- 
duced by labour, specially, fruits, com, Exod. xxiii. 16 ; 
of cattle, 1 Sam. xxv. 2 ; all our * goods,' Isa. xxvi. 12, 
Gesen. ; the last means * good works.' 
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^esB of the firmament upon tlie beads of the living 
^reatnre, was as the colour of the terrible crystal, 
stretched forth over their beads above. 23. And 
Under o the firmament were their wings straight, the 
one toward the other ;f every one had two, which 
covered on this side, and every one had two, which 
covered on that side their bodies. 24. And when 
they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the 
noise of great waters, as the voice of tlie Almighty, 
tlie voice of speech, as the noise of an host : when 
they stood, they let down their wings. 25. And there 
was a voice from the firmament that was over their 
heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings. 
26. And above the firmament that was over their heads 
was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a 
sapphire stone : and upon the likeness of the throne 
was the likeness as the appearance of a man above 

■■■i f -- -— ..-. — . - . . 

• nnrt, answering to the Greek (»«••, up to. But 
see the next note. 

f Equal and alike. Corn, k Lapide. Fc&mma ad 
sororem guam, Hebr. They stretched up side by side, 
in equal pairs, to heaven. Or it may mean that the 
wings of the living creatures were stretched out 
horizontally, so that the wing of one touched the wing 
of another cherub, as the Cherubim in Solomon's 
temple, 1 Kings, vi. 27 ; 2 Chron. iii. 11, 12. But I 
prefer the other rendering, whicli agrees with ver. 11, 
where it is said, * Their wings were stretched upward.' 
There were six wings in all, ver. 11, note. 
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2. The appearance of one or four living crea- 
tures ooming out of this fire : of the colour of 
amber, — that is, of Corinthian brass, aurichal- 
cunit the most precious of all metals. 

3. That this, or these, were in the likeness 
of a man. 

4. That this appearance was four-fold, and 
had four faces. And these faces are described. 

6. That the legs were seen : which in Isaiah 
wore concealed ; and that these are described as 
calf 8 feet : which sparkled like burning brass. 

6. That they moved from their place ; and 
that they went straight forward. 

7. That they were moved by the Spirit. 

8. That they were like coals of fire at a 
white heat, and of the brightness of lamps : 
which fire and light went up and down in 
them, and vivified them ; darting forth, as did 
the living creatures themselves, like flashes of 
lightning. 

9. The wheels appeared beside them : which 
were as wheels within wheels: being a part 
of, or the same with, themselves. 
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10. That these wheels were full of eyes. 

11. That whereas they touched and went 
upon the ground, at the same time the height 
of them was awM : out of sight : reaching up 
to heaven. 

12. That the Spirit of Life, or the living 
Spirit, was in the wheels. 

13. That the blue ethereal vault was over 
these: that is, that they were beneath it. 
And— 

14. Their vidngs reached up to it. 

15. That the wings were vocal and had 
speech ; which was loud and awful in its effect. 

16. That at times they stood still, and 
dropped their wings. 

17. That above this azure firmament the 
likeness of a man was enthroned : which was 
of the colour of the finest metal above, and 
of fire below. 

18. That above all these was a brilliant 
rainbow ; and that all these, and this especially, 
was a vision of the Lord Jehovah. 

The general doctrine of this vision in 
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outline is, briefly, that the Son shall lea^^*^® 
the bosom of the Father, and become ir^^' 
camate on the earth; and take upon \ly^^ 
the actual form of a man. That though i:::^^ 
the form of sinM flesh, he shall nevertheles-^^^ 
be Himself without sin, and perfect. Tha^ ' 
while He thus walks on the earth in humai^^^^ 
flesh, and is seen and handled by men, He ii 
nevertheless the express image of the Father ; 
and in Him shall dwell all the fulness of the 
Godhead. He shall be perfect God-man. That 
being filled with and impelled by the Holy 
Spirit, all His works and words, done and 
spoken in the flesh, shall be divine. He shall 
freely converse with men ; and moving about 
among them shall preach the gospel to all the 
world, to Jew and Gentile. But while He 
thus moves and converses on earth. His soul 
and spirit are in heaven. 

Having fulfilled this mission, and humilia- 
tion even to death, he shall be exalted again 
to the throne of God; to His kingdom of 
glory in heaven. That this gospel which is 
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pi'eached^ is the redemption of mankind ; and 
^tis work of redemption is the great glory of 
^od and Christ in the sight of men and 
^gels, and of the whole creation. 

In the vision of Isaiah, chap, vi., there is no 
distinction between the Father and the Son: 
only the Lord is said to descend, and with 
His train, or lower part, to occupy His Church. 
His form, or office, or character, are not de- 
lineated; or the print of His footsteps seen. 
No direction or movement of His is described. 
The Son's descent from the Father not being 
made known, neither could His re-ascension 
to glory be revealed. Only pardon on confes- 
sion of sins, and atonement by the altar sacri- 
fice of the cross, is shadowed forth : which 
answers to the rainbow sign of redemption 
in this later revelation. 

But let us now more particularly examine 
the consecutive parts and scenes of this vision. 

For, as has been said, the successive parts of 
the description are the thing to be considered, 
in the order in which they are narrated. It is 
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not 80 much wliat presented itself to ike o^^ 
ward eye of the prophet which is to be i^' 
quired into, as that which he oonoetved wi*^ 
his mental eye and spiritual sight, and b-^ 
recorded, that is the revelation. Many of tf^ 
appearances now portrayed may have be^^"' 
present in the former visions; but the see^^ 
under the direction of and control of inspira 
tion, forbore to express them. It is what th^^ 
Holy Ghost directed to be recorded and describee^ 
which characterises each appearance, and con- 
stitutes the revelation ; and these are to be 
read and received in the order in which they 
are successively written, in so many hierogly- 
phic symbols and representations. 

Jehovah is now about to depart from His 
chosen people; and the Shekinah is to be 
removed for a time from His seat in the temple 
at Jerusalem. 

The return of the Lord to His people again is 
related in the 43rd chapter. But that return 
will not take place till the final conversion 
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^d restoration of the children of Israel. The 
abjection of Israel, described chap. xi. 22, 23, 
is only made more complete after their par- 
tial restoration m>m the captivity, and their 
rejection of the offered Messiah at His first 
coming; and they are relegated to a more 
lengthened and entire banishment from God's 
&ce and favour, till they shall see and recog- 
nise His return and indwelling at His second 
coming. 

In the mean time, the gospel of Redemption 
is offered to the Gentiles, and proclaimed to the 
utmost bounds of the four comers of the earth. 
And this is what is here esp^ially signified 
and symbolised. The vision in the 6th chapter 
of Isaiah prophesied the rejection of Christ and 
His gospel by the Jews. This vision symbolises 
its publication to the heathen world^ and its 
miraculous promulgation. 

ver. 4. ' And I looked, and behold a whirl- 
wind came out of the north, a great cloud, 
and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness 
about it.' 
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The fire infolding iteelf, the globe of fir^ 
revolving round its own centre, well and full;^ 
expresses the self-contained, the incompre-' 
hensible, unapproachable Godhead: to whonc 
man cannot come near, or look upon, without: 
being consumed ; and who cannot unfold Him- 
self to man's sight or comprehension in His own 
nature and essence. This mystery is wrapped 
in darkness, signified by the 'cloud:' from 
which nevertheless brightness shines all round 
about, proclaiming the majesty and glory that 
are therein, dazzling and confounding human 
sight and sense. 

It comes as a whirlwind out of the north : 
because the mighty power of the redeeming 
sacrifice is represented by the table of shew- 
bread and the brazen altar, — both which were 
placed on the ' north ' side, in the temple. 

ver. 5. 'And out of the midst thereof, (being) 
as of the colour of amber, out of the midst of 
the fire, even out of the midst thereof, came 
the likeness of four living beings.' 

From the midst of that unseen, incompre- 
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liensible Being, from the bosom of the Father, 
^Domes a Being having likeness, similitude ; 
^visible to human sight : having form and 
appearance as of those things which we see 
moving upon earth : having colour, as of sub- 
stance ; and that substance is the most costly 
and precious substance that is of value among 
men, the Corinthian brass, more precious than 
gold and all the richest stones on which desire 
is lavished. 

'And this was their appearance: they had 
the likeness of a man.' It is God become 
man ! it is the Son of God become incarnate. 

This God-man, thus taking the form of a 
creature, of a thing created, takes therefore the 
form and aspect of all creation at once, of 
the whole mundane tmiverse, which sets forth 
the revelation, the praise, and wisdom of God 
in all its parts (Fs. xix. ; Rom. i. 20), and 
looks four ways: to the east, the north, the 
west, and the south, and reaches to, and 
comprehends and expresses all things. 



96 THE CHERUBIM. 

ver. 6. ' And every one kad four faces, and 
every one had four wings.* 

ver. 7. * And their feet (legs) were straight 
feet/ that is, He walked in uprightness and 
perfectness; 'and the sole of their feet was 
like the sole of a calTs foot/ that is, this 
Being trod the earth in the humblest condition 
of obedience and laboriousness. 

' And they sparkled (or glittered) like bur- 
nished brass.' His walk and conversation 
among men — and though man — is in Divine 
Wisdom, and Truth, and Holiness — is without 
sin, and of dazzling purity and loveliness. 

ver. 8. ' And they had the hands of a man 
under their wings on their four sides ; and they 
four (or fourfold) had their faces and their 
wings.' The Incarnate Mediator, the Shiloh, 
the Messenger who is sent by the Father, 
is human in all respects. He not only has 
the likeness of a man. He has also the hands 
of a man; He performs all the actions of a 
man, and fulfils all the offices of a man ; but 



EIGHTH BEVSLATION. 97 

'^^oider and aided by the Divine Power, whicli 

^^e His wings, He works the work of Him 

^liat sent Him during His day. 

This liying, life-giving, this Divine Being, 

"^ho works upon earthy having descended 
^Crom above with heavenly wings, is at one 
^nd the same time the Creator in heaven, 
and the human worker upon earth. As He 
Vas with the Father in the creation of the 
worlds, so the Father is with Him in all His 
subhinary operations : ' My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work.' 

ver. 9. * Their wings were joined one to 
another, and they turned not as they went: 
they went every one straightforward.' Jeho* 
vah's purpose and ways in redemption are one 
from everlasting. He is 'Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, which is and 
was and is to come :' as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be : ' With Him is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning.' 

ver. 10. * As for the likeness of their faces, 
they four had the face of a man, and the 
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face of a lion on the right (the south) side ; an« 
they four had the face of an ox on the left (th< 
north) side ; and they four also had the face o 
an eagle. Thus were their faces.' 

The face of a man was towards the east 
The Incarnate God, the Branch {avaTokn 
Septuagint : Oriens, Vulgate, Arab. Syr. Zech 
iiL 8) ; this God-man is the light of th* 
world, the day-star, rising as does the sua 
the source of light, in the east. This Gt)d 
man has three aspects and offices ; He is Pro 
phet. Priest, and King. He is the £ing t 
subdue and bring under dominion all th 
kingdoms of the world, and all the four comer 
of it. He is the Priest, the sacrificer an< 
sacrificed, for all peoples and nations. He i 
the Prophet to preach the gospel of trutl 
Himself and by His apostles, to Gentiles a 
well as Jews, according to their seyeral dis 
positions, capacities, and character. 'To th* 
Jews, I became a Jew, that I might gain th* 
Jews ; to them that are without law as with 
out law, that I might gain them that ar< 
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^^thout law/ * I am made all things to all 

ver. 11. 'And their wings were stretched 
Vipward.' Thus the Mediator came down from 
lieayen, and reaches up to, and is in heaven 
from whence He came ; and thus too He raises 
Xip men from the death of sin to life, from 
earth to heaven, and makes them sit in 
heavenly places. 

*Two wings of every one were joined to- 
gether.' Thus the Lord and His apostles, 
and Peter and Paul, and all the evangelists, 
preached one doctrine, 'One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism,' the unity and universality of 
the church, and one bond of Christian brother- 
hood, however varied might be the field of 
preaching and the style and character of the 
preacher. 

'And two covered their bodies,' but not 
their feet (ver. 7) : signifying that Christ's flesh 
was a parable, that the union of His divine 
and human nature was a mystery and mis- 
understood ; and perhaps the mystery hid from 
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the foundation of the world, the calling of the 
Gentiles, ' that the Gentiles also should be fel- 
low-heirs, and of the same body' (Eph. iii. 4-6). 

ver. 12-14. And this preaching of the gospel 
of mediation went out straight on all sides 
to the four quarters of the globe, as the four 
rivers went out of Eden : whithersoever and 
with whatsoever power the Spirit gave them 
and directed them (Acts, xvi. 7-10). 

The apostles are like burning coals of fire, 
devouring and consuming whatsoever of world- 
liness and heathenism opposed itsdf to them. 
They went forth and prevailed, and purged the 
blood of Jerusalem by the spirit of judgment 
and by the spirit of burning. They were 
the lamps and lights of the world — sons of 
thunder and lightning — Boanerges. ' The 
Lord was seen over them, and their arrows 
went forth as the lightning, and the Lord 
blew the trumpet, and they went with whirl- 
winds of the south.'* — * They went every one 

* * Wind of the south ' is the Holy Spirit ; for the 
candlestick, which symbolised the Holy Spirit, was 
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'straight forward: whither the spirit was to 
go they went ; and they turned not as they 
went. As for the appearance of the living 
creatures, their appearance was like burning 
coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps ; 
it went up and down among the living crea- 
tures, and the fire was bright, and out of 
the fire went forth lightning. And the living 
creatures ran and returned as the appearance 
of a flash of lightning.' 

It is noticeable, as before observed, that 
these Cherubim certainly had six wings, 
though four are more particularly and fre- 
quently expressed here and at chapter x. 41, 
in accordance with the four faces, and the 
four hands, and the fourfoldness of the Cheru- 

placed on the south side of the temple ; while the 
table, Christ, was on the north side. (Ezek. slvii. 1.) 
The water (of the Holy Spirit) came down from the 
right (the south) side of the house, at the south of the 
altar. So Solomon placed the sea on the right side of 
the house eastward over against the south. 1 Kings, 
vii. 39. This is the opinion also of St. Bernard and 
St. Gregory. 
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bim themsdvefly because the great doctrine ol 
this Tision is the promulgation of the gospel 
to the four comers of the world, eventuated 
upon its rejection by the Jews, and the de- 
parture of the Shekinah from among them, 
the accomplishment of which is represented 
in chapter xL Here, in ver. 11, where it is said 
'their wings were stretched upward, two ol 
every one were joined one to another,' the 
construction is (two of) their wings were 
stretched upward, (while) two (wings) of every 
one were joined &c: the addition 'two of 
being to be borrowed from the second clause 
into the first, as the word * wings* is bor- 
rowed from the first clause into the second, 
agreeably to a common Hebrew idiom. Sc 
also, in ver. 23, it is pretty clearly expressed, 
that while they had two wings which covered 
their bodies on this side, and two whicl 
covered their bodies on that side, making four 
they had besides two more wings which reachec 
up straight towards the firmament parallel 
to one another; for the wings which covered 
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tlieir bodies could not be the same which 
reached up toward heaven, or which were 
stietched out to touch one another, according 
to the other rendering.* 

But the actual position and appearance of 
the wings or the number of them (which are 
differently described in w. 11 and 23), or of 
other parts of the vision, is not the material 
point to be attended to and explained, but 
the prophet's description of them, which is 
the revelation. 

ver. 24. ' And when they went, I heard the 
noise of their wings, like the noise of great 
waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the 
Yoice of speech, as the noise of a host.' This 
very plainly describes, in very similar words, 
the sound from heaven ' as of a rushing mighty 

* See p. 85, Notes * f, on ver. 23 The meaning is 
the same, viz. that the Cherubim were divine, whether 
their wings were stretched up to heaven, or whether 
they stretched out horizontally * under the firmament,' 
touching each other, as those in Solomon's temple, 
1 Kings, vi. 27 ; for * firmament ' means * expanse,' the 
expanse of heaven. 
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wind/ which came upon the assembly of 
disciples at Pentecost (Acts, iL 2, 4), 
caused them to speak in all languages 
tongues the wonderM works of Otod^ wl 
they did in Divine words, though they th 
selyes were earthly vessels; thdr voice 
the voice of the Almighty from the firmam 
when they stood in human flesh upon 
groimd, and let down to human sight 
wings of divinity. But this is«more expre 
applicable of the Lord Jesus Himself^ as 
be presently explained. 

The next portion of the vision, which i 
comes into sight, is the Wheels. As the for 
part represented the Godhead coming d< 
from heaven to earth, so now in the wh 
is symbolised more particularly His work 
office, and His acts and conversation am 
men. These wheels of the cherubic thi 
correspond to the staves which were in 
rings of the ark, and which were nevei 
be taken out of them, but 'the ends of 
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staves were seen firom the ark before the 
Oracle/ like the feet of the Chembim in this 
"vidon, only they were not seen out of the 
most holy place, as the feet are here (2 Chron. 
V, 9 ; 1 Kings, viii. 8 ; ExocL xxv. 15).* 
Some have supposed that the ark had wheels^f 

• For itnwrna, * from the ark,' 2 Chron. v. 9, the 
word at 1 Kings, viii. 8, is BJ7|9n"7TJ, translated * out 
in the holy place,' that is, the outer tconple. But it 
has been well conjectured that ttJ^l^n, * the holy,* here 
means the same as ]*nKn, ' the ark.' The expression, 
'before* the oracle, is ^J^by, *on the surface.' My 

• 

own belief is that this means the surface of the floor of 
the oracle, which is the Holy of holies. The whole 
passage will then be, in both places, ' they drew out 
the staves (or, they made the staves so long — all the 
versions), that the ends of the staves were upon the 
floor of the oracle, and they were not seen without.' 
According to our English version, the meaning is. 
The ends of the staves were seen to push out, or were 
seen a little protruding under the vail, but they were 
not seen extending * far out ' (H^^nn), forinaectiSj 
Walt. P. f{«, Septuagint They could be seen by 
those who were in the temple, but not by those without, 
Arab. 

-|* The bases of the lavers in Solomon's temple 
bad wheels, to which also these may seem to have 
reference 
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and that they are here alluded to, but greatly 
enlarged. But what is here represented by 
the wheels was there represented by the 
staves, the doctrine being there more covertly 
symbolised, but here it is more developed 
and made prominent. The four rings more 
directly answer to the four wheels, in order 
that, the staves being only two, the number 
four might be indicated. In eflfect, the wheels 
are an enlargement and development of the 
doctrine less prominently signified by the ends 
of the staves of the ark in the tabernacle, and 
by the feet of the Cherubim in this vision, 
as it were an expanding and unfolding of it, 
according to the method of revelation and 
prophecy.* The doctrine taught is, that the 

* If the ends of the staves did indeed appear a little 
out in the outer temple from under the vail, the type 
was a little more remarkable. In either case an 
eminent example is presented of the progressive 
character of revelation, and also of the principle, that 
not what actually exists and the reality, but that which 
is expressly recorded, constitutes the revelation : the 
point which I am particularly desirous to elucidate, 
and which is the groundwork and key as it were of 
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preaching of Christ was not to be confined 
to the Jews, but that redemption was to be 
carried abroad and offered to all the world; 
as is also signified where the triumphant 
Inarching of the ark, the preaching of the 
gospel, is depicted in the 68th Psalm. 

Wheels are essentially instruments to go 
along upon the ground, more than staves, 
which in some measure lifted up the ark 
from off it. But while the human nature of 
Christ walks upon earth, it is imited and is 
altogether one with the Divine nature which 
condescended from heaven, which was repre- 
sented by the cherubic beings having the 
form of a man, and having their wings soaring 
up to heaven, the sign of their divinity. 

my interpretation of the saccessive visions of the 
Cherubim. For it seems probable, nay, it must be, 
that the ends of the staves when they were drawn 
out, were in like manner in sight in Moses* taber- 
nacle (Exod. XXV. 15) ; otherwise, the ark could not 
have been placed close to the west end of the temple ; 
but it is not noticed and recorded as here : therefore, 
as a matter of type and revelation, it did not exist. 
The appearing of the ends of the staves in Solomon^s 
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The wheels are by (and joined to) the living 
creatures (w. 15, 19), and they always go 
together. Every human action and word of 
OUT Lord, the teaching also of the evangelists, 
which is here also foreshadowed, is at the same 
time divine, v. 19. 'When the living crea- 
tures went, the wheels went by them; and 
when the living creatures were lifted up from 
the earth, the wheels were lifted up. Whither- 
soever the spirit was to go, they went, thither 
was the spirit to go, and the wheels were lifted 
up over against them, for the spirit of the 

temple seems to be an intermediate stage of revelation 
between the Mosaic period, when they were not ex- 
pressed, and the appearance to Isaiah of the train of 
the Lord sitting on His throne filling the outer temple ; 
which train again was a development and superseding 
of the table and candlestick, which more distantly re- 
presented the Lord's Incarnation in the world, bnt 
separated by the vail from a knowledge of His di- 
vinity in humanity. In effect, the staves in the oracle 
and the table and candlestick in the temple, are, as it 
were brought together into one, and absorbed and 
superseded by the train which comes down from the 
mercy-seat in heaven and fills the church, the vail 
being away. 
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living creature was in the wheels. When 
those went these went ; and when those stood 
these stood; and whm these were lifted ap 
from the earth the wheels were lifted up over 
against them ; for the spirit of the li^dng crea- 
ture was in the wheels.' The repetition is used 
for emphasis, as usual in revealed doctrine, to 
indicate the greatness and difficulty of the 
mystery and the paramount importance of the 
doctrine, of the union of the divine and human 
nature perfectly in the person of our Lord. 

The wheels are four or fourfold, like the 
living creatures, and the fstces, and the hands, 
and the wings. But the number is not essen- 
tial or real, only symbolic. The living, divine, 
incarnate Being revealed in the Cherubim is 
one, and so He is as represented by the 
wheels; accordingly it is said ambiguously, 
' They had the likeness of a man ' (ver. 5), and 
then as in the plural, 'every one had four 
faces :* and again, 'behold one wheel* (ver. 15), 
and then in the plural, 'the appearance of 
the wheels,' and 'they four:' and again 

r 
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human flesh, the union and incorporation of 
humanity with diTinity. It is in the first 
description given of the wheek : b^g as it 
were a preliminary declaration of that ' great 
mystery of godliness — Gk)d manifest in the 
flesh/ — about to be immediately further sym- 
bolised by the perfect union between the liying 
creature and the wheek, by their dreadftd 
height, and by thdr being full of eyes, de- 
scribed in w. 18 to 21. 

We cannot fail to recognise the similarity, 
or relation, between these^living creatures and 
wheels, fvJl of' eyes in their backs, and hands, 
and wings, and rings, and the four living 
creatures, full of eyes before and behind and 
within, of Rev. iv. 6 and 8 ; or to believe that 
the one vision is developed out of the other. 
This we shall see more clearly when we come 
to that vision. The four-foldness of these 
living beings, and especially of the wheels, 
has already been shown to have some reference 
to the apostles of the New Testament, and to 
the four evangelists, who published the gospel 
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reyelation to the four quartern of the globe. 
More need not be said here. 

The scene now changes ; and it proceeds to 
represent the exaltation of this Man, so humbled, 
BO labouring and obedient, to heaven again, and 
the heavenly throne. 

The first portion of the vision, of the living 
creatui*es, to ver. 14, reveals the descent of 
the Son from the bosom of the Father, the 
Divine nature incarnate, — *God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son.' 
The second portion of the vision, the wheels, 
portrays the character and office of this Man, 
the pattern and perfection of humanity : ful- 
filling all the acts and duties of a man; but 
having His conversation in heaven ; filled with 
and impelled, by the Holy Ghost; offering 
the gospel of salvation to all the world; and 
exhibiting, and exercising Divine power, and 
wisdom, and holiness, in all His actions and 
teachings and reasonings (w. 16-21). 

All these transactions, represented by the 
earlier parts of the vision, and by the next 

I 
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immediate portion presently to be particularly 
conimented upon^ take place under the sky; 
in them, 'Wisdom had his rejoicing in the 
habitable part of the earth, and his delights 
were with the sons of men ' (Prov. viii. 31) : 
though His Divine Spirit, represented by the 
height of the wheels, and their being studded 
with eyes, and by their unity with the flying 
cherubs, is mounting up to and ever convers- 
ing in heaven. The firmament of heaven is 
over all this, the blue ethereal vault, described 
here 'as the colour of the terrible crystal' 
(ver. 22), and at Exod. xxiv. 10, as a pavement 
of sapphire. This is expressly said to be 
* stretched forth above over their heads, and upon 
the heads of the living creatures' (ver. 22) : — 
for the intention. of these w. 22-25, is more 
scenically to depict the descent of the Divine 
nature in the Cherubims from above to below 
the heavens, preparatory to the representation 
of the exaltation of the human nature of 
Christ to His throne abov^the heavens. Ver. 23 
says pointedly ' under the firmament were their 
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^^inga straight, one toward the other/ while 
fotMT more wings veiled their bodies, (but at 
"^^ 11, two only are said to cover their bodies), 
lowing a more complete veiling of the 
dxirinity in humanity, which is the especial 
Uxdication of this part of the vision, prepa- 
ratory to the glorified citation : ' The light 
afained in darkness, and the darkness com- 
preliended it not.' And this though their 
preaching was (ver. 24) ' the voice of the Al- 
mighty* Himself, sigmified by the hurtling 
of the wings, was * quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit' 
(Heb. iv. 12), 'as the noise of an host,' and 
'like the noise of great?- waters ; but fheir 
ears were dull of hearing and their eyes were 
blinded.' '^ • 

Finally, as a climax, it is said (w. 24, 25), 
* when they stood they let down their wings.' 
The Son of God deposed Himself entirely of 
His Divinity at His crucifixion. He took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and being found 
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in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself. 
Though God spake to Him from heaven, in 
the Bath Col, *This is my beloved Son,* and 
* I have glorified it and will glorify it again,* 
yet He so entirely veiled Himself that His 
intimate disciples discerned Him not. Much 
more He hid Himself from the world: *See 
thou tell no man till the Son of Man be 
risen from the dead' — 'But Jesus was asleep 
on a pillow' — 'Jesus being wearied with his 
journey sat thus on the well.' 

But the last and complete act of humiliation 
and obedience. His * emptying Himself' of His 
Divine nature and glory (Philip, ii. 8), and 
deposition of His Godhead, was when He be- 
came obedient imto death, even the death of 
the cross ; then indeed ' he utood (on the earth 
as mortal) and let dowh His wings.' Then when 
he said, *My God, my God, why hast thou 
separated thy divine nature, and spirit, and 
unity from meP' 'Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted Him.' The next vision imme- 
diately succeeding upon this climax of incama- 
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tioiiy hmniUatioii, and evidence of mortality, was 
^be resurrection and re-ascension, and glorifi- 
cation, whicli the seer goes on to describe. 

yer. 26. * And above the firmament that was 
Oyer their heads was the likeness of a throne, 
^8 the appearance of a sapphire stone (of the 
Colour of the blue vault of heaven) ; and upon 
the likeness of the throne was the likeness of 
the appearance of a "Man" **above" "upon'' 
it/ Every word is emphatic ; it is He who 
had condescended from God in heaven, and 
below the heaven, and had become perfect 
man — *once made for us so low,' — was de- 
spised, unknown, sufiPering, rejected, crucified, 
who is now seen sitting above, exalted, reigning 
and ruling above and over the heavens, and 
upon, not under or standing before the throne, 
but sitting at rest, triumphant and glorious 
o^er all, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

And He is the true and real human nature, 
the Son of Man, deified and glorified. He is 
in heaven, God and man united. 

ver. 27. And I saw as the colour of amber. 
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as the appearance (also) of fire round about 
(and) within it : from the appearance of His 
loins even upwards^ and from the appearance 
of His loins even downwards I saw as it were 
the appearance of fire/ The ' amber ' signifies 
humanity. At ver. 4 it is the taker of human 
flesh coming from the bosom of the Father 
who is represented by the colour of amber, 
or Corinthian brass, and the feet of the living 
creatures sparkled like burnished brass (ver. 7) ; 
but now the amber colour, humanity, and 
the fire, divinity, are mingled, are intimately 
intermingled together ; the appearance of fire 
was roimd about and within it, and from the 
appearance of His loins even upwards, and 
from the appearance of His loins even down- 
ward, He saw even the appearance of fire: 
all was divine. 

Thus it is all unitedly and intimately divine 
and human. It is the man Christ, it is the 
human nature of mankind exalted and glori- 
fied. 'And it had brightness (rays and ra- 
diance of glory) round about.* 
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ver. 28. ^ As the appearance of the bow that 
is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness round about. 
This was the appearance of the likeness of 
the glory of the Lord.* 

The glory of the Lord is the redemption of 
mankind. The rainbow is the sign of redemp- 
tion and reconciliation : ' I do set my bow in 
the cloudy and it shall be for a token of a 
coTenant between me and all the earth ' (Gen. 
ix- 12, 13). 

Thus this sign of the rainbow is inscribed 
overhead as a title and a crown, and is written 
at the foot of the prophet's description, signify- 
ing that this vision of the Cherubim is the 
representation and promise of redemption, and 
that not to the Jews only but to all mankind, 
through the incarnation, humiliation, and obe- 
dience unto death, the resurrection, ascension, 
and glorification of the Son of God made man, 
the promised Messiah. 

This is the glory of God, and the Lord 
Jehovah. 



\ 
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Zbchariah, chap. iv. 

Ver. 1. And the angel that talked with me, came 
again and waked me, as a fuan that is wakened out of 
his sleep. 2. And said imto me, What seest thou? 
And I said, I have looked, and behold, a candlestick 
all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his 
seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven 
lamps, which are upon the top thereof; 3. And two 
olive-trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, 
and the other upon the left side thereof. 4. So I an- 
swered and spake to the angel that talked with me, 
saying. What are these, my lord ? 5. Then the angel 
that talked with me, answered, and said unto me, 
Enowest thou not what these be ? And I said. No, 
my lord. 6. Then he answered and spake unto me, 
saying. This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts. 7. Who art thou, great 
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a 
plain : and he shall bring forth the head-stone^ thereof 
(of the * house,* ver. 9) with shoutings, crying, Grace, 
grace, unto it. 8. Moreover, the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying, 9. The hands of Zerubbabel 
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^\re laid the foundation of this house ; his hands shall 
Ibo finish it ; and thou shalt know that the Lord of 
oets hath sent me unto you. 10. For who hath de- 
pised the day of small things ? for they shall rejoice, 
•nd shall see the plummet in the hand of Zernhhabel 
^ith those seven ; they are the eyes of the Lord, which 
"Un to and fro through the whole earth. 11. Then 
Uiswered I, and said unto him, What are these two 
>liye-tree8 upon the right side of the candlestick, and 
upon the left side thereof? 12. And I answered again, 
and said unto him. What be these two olive branches, 
which through the two golden pipes empty the golden 
oil out of themselves ? (or, empty out of themselves 
oil into the gold, i.e, the golden bowl and candlestick.) 
13. And he answered me and said, Enowest thou not 
what these be ? And I said, No, my lord. 14. Then 
said he, These are the two anointed ones (sons of oil, 
Heb.), that stand by* the Lord of the whole earth.f 



•* b?, over, upon, as the Cherubim were over, 
over-shadowed the mercy-seat, where sat the Lord of 
the whole earth. 

•f The declaration of this, ver. 14, is, that the two 
olive-trees are the Cherubim. The explanation that 
they are the two * sons of oil ' is, that they are the 
* trees of oil ' (1 Kings, vi. 23, marg.) viz. the two 
Cherubim which Solomon made and placed in the holy 
of holies, as will be further noticed and applied when 
we come to the elucidation of this part of the chapter. 
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The revelation contained in the yision re- 
corded and described in this chapter, is the 
revelation that the Holy Spirit is repre- 
sented by the Cherubim ; or, that He is one 
of the two Cherubim — the hieroglyphical 
sjrmbols of the two Divine agents in the 
edification of the redeemed church, and in the 
salvation and regeneration of mankind. 

The purport of the prophecies of Hiiggai and 
Zechariahy delivered during the building of 
second temple, was to encourage Joshua and 
Zerubbabel and the people in the building of 
it; and especially by the promise that the 
Messiah should come while it was yet stand- 
ing ; and further to show forth, under the type 
of it, the spiritual church which the Messiah 
should build : which should emerge out of its 
ruins, by a higher and better restoration, a 
spiritual and heavenly temple. Though it was 

This it is which warrants me in assigning this as 
one of the revelations of the Cherabim, and is the 
whole groundwork of the present comment and 
axpJanation. 
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insignificant in itself^ and in its outward ap- 
pearance, especially in its beginning — like the 
mustard seed of the gospel, and though it 
contained not the Urim and Thummin, nor 
the Shekinah, yet the true Shekinah, the 
true High Priest, with Urim and Thummin — 
lights and holiness, should come into and be 
revealed in it, and turn all the outward, visible 
forms of worship and sacrifice into glorious ftd- 
filment and spirituality. Though less visibly 
beautified with silver and gold, and stones and 
carvings, and human skill and ornament, yet, 
' The silver is mine and the gold is mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts: the glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than of the former, saith 
the Lord of hosts : and in this place will I give 
peace, saith the Lord of hosts ' (Hag. ii. 8, 9). 
Each passage and portion and expression 
therefore of these visions go onward to the 
period of Christ's advent and kingdom : that is, 
to Christian times. Though they belong in 
their first application to the material temple, 
to Joshua and to Zerubbabel, yet they evolve 



\ 
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themselyes poetically^ prophetically, pindari 
cally, into representations and descriptions o 
the office and operations and kingdom of th< 
Messiah. 

This is signified by the first words of th< 
beginning of this chapter, * and the angel wake< 
me, as a man wakened out of sleep/ In pro 
phetic symbol, * sleep ' represents the death o 
Christ ; and waking out of sleep signifies tha 
the subject of the prophecy is that of event 
which are to take place after, or through, th< 
death and resurrection of Christ. The instaneef 
are in Jer. xxxi. 26, Dan. yiii. 18, and x. 9, anc 
Luke, ix. 32, compared with Matt. xvii. 9-— 
* Jesus charged them, saying. Tell the vision 
to no man till the Son of man be risen again 
from the dead.' 

This vision therefore relates to the establish- 
ment of Christ's kingdom, and His building up 
His spiritual temple, the Church of Christendom. 
This was especially commenced, the foundation 
and headstone were laid, by the giving of the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. And the 
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whole of the vision related in this chapter, is a 
revelation of the Holy Ghost : now for the first 
time . revealed as the great agent in the re- 
genehition and sanctification of mankind. 

The last chapter (Zech. iii.) revealed the 
incarnation of the second Person, the coming 
of the Branch : the laying of the foundation 
stone, which was laid by the Holy Spirit: 
'Behold the stone that I have laid before 
Joshua (that is, in Joshua, in the person of 
Jesus), upon one stone seven eyes' (Zech. iii. 
9). These * seven eyes' are the Holy Spirit, 
the seven spirits of God, or the sevenfold 
spirit (Rev. v. 6). But the being and office 
of the Spirit in the Church is not there directly 
declared ; this is postponed more expressly to 
the present chapter. This present chapter is 
filled and occupied with the symbols which 
most directly signify the Holy Spirit, often- 
times repeated : declaring plainly that He is 
the subject and revelation of this vision. ' Not 
by might, not by power, but by my Spirit, (ver. 
6) : the number * seven : ' ' seven lamps,' 'seven 
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pipes ' (ver. 2) : those * seven ' (ver. 10) : the 
'oil/ two 'olive-trees' — sons of oil (ver. 14) : 
* fhe golden oil ' (ver. 12) : lastly, the * seven 
eyes of the Lord ' (explained Rev. v. 6) ; 
each and all of which are direct representations 
and expressions of the Holy Spirit. 

The teaching therefore of this vision is, that 
the Holy Spirit will be the gift of Christ to 
the world; consequent upon His death and 
resurrection. This is that gift which, going 
up on high in the ascension (Ps. Ixviii. 18), he 
shall obtain, and send down to mankind, to 
finish and crown His Church, and place the 
headstone to it (ver. 7), giving grace, com- 
pleteness, and beauty to it. As the Holy 
Ghost came down and begat and anointed 
Jesus, and so laid the foundation-stone of the 
gospel work, so it should descend again at the 
day of Pentecost, and give power to the Apostles 
to carry on and perfect it. 

' The hands of Zerubbabel ' having the like 
office with the bowl, and both standing as 
representative of the Holy Spirit, the angel 
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says, ' The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of the house, his hands shall also 
finish it.' As he has laid the foundation- 
stone, Christ, so 'He shall bring forth this 
headstone' with praise and glorj to God, 
giving grace, and beauty, and perfection to 
the redeemed church. Sanctification is the 
coping-stone (vv. 7, 9). It is the spirit of 
holiness which levels the mountain of heathen- 
ism — the world, the flesh, and the devil — 
the kingdom of Satan opposed to Christ's city 
and kingdom; it is the seven eyes of the 
Spirit of the Lord which are the 'plummet' 
which rectifies the heart and soul, and puri- 
fies, and sanctifies, and glorifies (w. 7, 10). 
The source of this sanctification is shown 
to be the two olive-trees, the two anointed 
ones (sons of oil, marg.), which stand by (b?, 
over, overshadowing, or, by the side of) the 
Lord of the whole earth (ver. 14), These are 
the two Cherubims which Solomon made of 
olive-tree (called 'trees of oil,' marg. as 'sons 
of oil ' here), and placed in the Holy of holies 
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(1 Kings, vi. 23-29, and 2 Chron. iii. 10-13). 
These represented Divine beings, for they 
stretched their wings to the utmost sides of 
the Holy of holies, that is, to the utmost 
bounds of heaven, as they do also here, for 
none but a Divine being can empty the golden 
(the divine) oil of the Spirit out of himnelf 
(ver. 12). 

The Cherubim therefore are made here to 
reveal the descent and office of the Holy Spirit, 
as at Ezek. i. they represent the incarnation 
and office of the Son of God — or, one each 
of the two persons — severally revealed, though 
not separately distinguished in the two visions ; 
for the Son and the Spirit are one. 

As the number ' seven ' in the former part 
of the description of this vision (w. 2, 10) 
thrice repeated, signifies the Holy Ghost — 
for as emphasis, in the Hebrew, is idiomatically 
expressed by repetition, so is the emphasis 
of prophecy also — so now the number 'two' 
is oftentimes repeated to signify the separation 
of the offices of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 
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* two ' olive-trees, * two ' oliye-branchee^ * two ' 
golden pipes, 'two' anointed ones (yy. 11, 12, 
l4). And they are still further distinguished 
bj the one being on the right side of the can- 
dlestick, and the other on the left of it ; for 
the right, or south side of the temple was 
the place of the candlestick and of Solomon's 
layer, signing the Holy Spirit; and the left 
or north side was the place of the table of 
shewbread and of the brazen altar, both sign- 
ing Christ. 

The two anointed ones — sons of oil — are 
primarily Joshua and Zerubbabel : secondarily 
and prophetically, Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
the one the anointed, the other the anointer : 
Joshua representing the branch, Christ, in 
chapter iii, and Zerubbabel, the Holy Spirit, 
in this chapter, who perfects the building of 
Christ's Church. 

Pure gold, all throughout Exodus, in the 
description of the tabernacle, signifies that 
which is divine; and here the repetition of 
emphasis, the 'golden' oil, emptied through 

K 
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the * golden' pipes, is equivalent to t 
pression *piure' gold (y. 12). 

The revelation is therefore that the ' 
bim, the watchers, the holy ones, the 
torial messengers between God in heay< 
man upon earth, pour the Divine Sp 
holiness into His elect church, and so 
the headstone of grace and sanctificat 
perfect and glorify it. 
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TENTH EEVELATION AND LAST. 

Revelation, chap. iv. 

In every series of symboKcal visions and 

prophecies there is always one stage more 

difficult of interpretation than the rest. This 

is usually the last and most important. It 

is that which rises to the highest step in the 

revelation, and verges towards that ultimate 

region and dispensation of trutt and blessing 

which *eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 

neither hath it entered into the heart of man 

to conceive;' that idtimate aim and end of 

religious aspiration and wisdom which it will 

be the privilege and blessing of only the 

highest spiritual attainment and experience to 

realise and comprehend. 

This last and final vision of the Cherubim 
introduces us among the operations and annals 
of the last times and of the kingdom of God, 
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•I 

the campaign of the Christian church militant 
with the world, with heathenism, with all 
human ambition, power, pride, self-honour, 
and self-indulgence, with the lusts of the flesh, 
the lusts of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, in all their 
efibrts, and forms, and subtleties, and inven- 
tions and tyramues, national and individual. It 
is, and so is the whole book of Revelation^ which 
is a prophetic portraiture of the latter age, 
the * hereafter,' in which we live and breathe 
as in an ambient atmosphere, as in and part 
of the mundane and sidereal system in which 
we move, and which moves with us, so that 
it is next to impossible to measure its motion 
and relations. 

The Cherubims revealed at the entrance of 
Paradise had no form or number. The Cheru- 
bims revealed to Moses, and placed by him 
in the tabernacle, were two in number,, but 
their form was not described, except that they 
had faces and wings. Solomon made two other 
Cherubims of olive-wood, which made them 
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four, and tlienceforth they are recorded as four 
or fourfold, as in Ezekiel's, and in this vision, 
and in each their faces are said to be four. 
Their relation to the world and their offices 
in it seem to be thus more plainly signified, 
and their commission to evangelise all the four 
quarters of it, going straight out and forward 
from their source and centre, as did the four 
rivers of Eden, and as the four sets of oxen 
under Solomon's sea of baptism, north, south, 
east, and west, to bring in every believer in 
the truth into the heavenly kingdom. 

In Isaiah's vision the Cherubim entirely 
concealed themselves with their wings — 'with 
twain they covered their face,' being put for 
the whole of their upper part, and * with twain 
they covered their feet,' expressing conceal- 
ment of the whole lower portion of their body. 
The human nature and office are not revealed : 
they are wholly veiled in the divinity ; though 
incipiently represented by the train filling the 
temple. In Ezdkiel's vision the feet are shown 
— the himian nature and office is revealed for 
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the first time. In this yisioii of Revelationd 
there is no concealment whatsoever ; the incar* 
nation is made openly known, and the gospel 
of redemption and salyation is plainly revealed, 
and published, and offered to all the nations of 
the world, and to every believer. 

This, therefore, is a revelation of the ulti- 
mate form and work of the incarnation. As, 
in Ezekiel's vision, the Son is seen proceeding 
and coming forth from the Father, and walk- 
ing and conversing upon the earth, and pub- 
lishing His gospel to the four comers of it — 
' the light of the world while He was in the 
world,* and ' working the works of Him that 
sent Him while it was day,* — so now, in this 
vision, He is revealed as performing this uni- 
versal evangelisation, the calling in of the 
gentiles, chiefly by His four evangelists and 
apostles saying to them, 'Ye are the light 
of the world,* * Ye are the salt of the earth,' 
'As my Father hath sent Me even so send 
I you ; * * My Church is my own body ;* * The 
Bride is one with me, of my flesh and of my 
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bones;' 'As I am the temple of God, so ye 
are the temple of God;' 'Whatsoever ye, my 
apostles do, I do it;' 'Whatsoever any one 
doeth to one of the least of these my brethren, 
he doeth it unto Me.' 

Thus Christ is divided, and multiplied, and 
distributed. The Holy Ghost dwells in each 
true disciple as His temple, as He resided in 
Jesus Christ ; the incarnate Saviour is univer- 
sally represented and received; and 'God is 
with us' everywhere. 

As Jehovah, the Mediator to mankind, God 
manifesting Himself, present and visible to 
human apprehension, was not distinguishable 
by the Jews from God the Father invisible 
and incomprehensible, whom no man hath seen 
or can see at any time, till He was symbolically 
revealed at the bush, and again in the 1st 
chapter of Ezekiel; and as God the Holy 
Ghost was not distinguished from the Son, till 
the Lord, Jehovah Jesus, said, 'I will send 
you another Comforter,' * If I go not away the 
Comforter cannot come unto you;' neither 
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were the mamfold gifts and graces oiT ^^ 
Holy Spirit perceived till they were xmSaJded 
at the giving of the new gospel law at the (faj 
of Pentecost : so now here, the cherubic offices 
and operations are for the first perfectly re- 
vealed as fourfold, as carrying the doctrine 
of the incarnation and redemption to all the 
four comers of creation, in their infinite variety 
of places and systems, and philosophies and 
governments, and ranks, and faculties, and 
characters, and capabilities, by the twelve 
Apostles, and expressly by the Evangelists.* 
The following is the seer's description of the 
vision under consideration, and which we have 
to interpret : insomuch as it is a revelation of 
the Cherubim : — 

• The number * four ' is significant of the twelve 
apostles as well as of the four evangelists; for the 
twelve oxen under Solomon^s laver of baptism were 
divided into four groups of three each ; three turning 
towards the north, three towards the south, three 
towards the east, and three towards the west. The 
doctrine of Paul, James, Peter, and John, has also, like 
that of the evangelists, been shown to be fourfold in 
its character. 
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Revblation, chap. iv. 

Ver. 1. * After this I looked, and behold a door was 
opened in heaven : and the first voice which I heard 
^as as it were of a trumpet talking with me ; which 
8aid, Gome np hither, and I will show thee things 
Vhich must be hereafter. 2. And immediately I was 
in the Spirit : and behold a throne was set in heaven, 
and one sat on the throne. 3. And he that sat was to 
look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone ; and there 
was A rainbow round about the throne, in sight like 
onto an emerald. 4. And round about the throne were 
foor-and -twenty seats : and upon the seats I saw four- 
and-twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment ; 
and they had on their heads crowns (m^dfvf) of gold. 
5. And out of the throne proceeded lightnings, and 
thunderings and voices. And there were seven lamps 
of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven 
spirits of Grod. 6. And before the throne there was a 
sea of glass like unto crystal : and in the midst of the 
throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts, 
full of eyes before and behind. 7. And the first beast 
was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and 
the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth 
beast was like a flying eagle. 8. And the four beasts 
had each of them six wings about him ; and they were 
full of eyes within : and they rest not day and night 
saying, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to come. 9. And when those beasts 
give glory, and honour, and thanks (iv^a^trrMv) to 
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him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and 
e^er. 10. The foor-and-twentj elders fidl down before 
him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth 
for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying: 11. Thon art worthy, O Lord, to re« 
ceive glory, and honour, and power: fw thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are, and 
were created.* 

Rkvklatiok, v. 8-10. 

Ver. 8. * And when he (the Lamb) had taken the 
book, the four beasts and foar-and-twenty elders fell 
down before the Lamb, having eveiy one of them harps, 
and golden vials foil of odonrs which are the prayers 
of saints. 9. And they sang a new song, saying. Thou 
art worthy to take the book, and open the seals thereof: 
for thoQ wast slain, and hast redeemed as to Grod by 
thy blood, oat of every kindred, and tongae, and people, 
and nation. 10. And hast made as anto oar Grod kings 
and priests : and we shall reign on the earth.* 

In these yisions, or rather parts of the same 
vision, there are some things which may be 
more ftilly understood and explained, and others 
which only partly and with more difficulty can 
be comprehended. As I have already said, it 
is always the last part of a prophecy or revela- 
tion, the fulfilment of which is future or as 
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yet incomplete, in which the greatest difficulty 
arises. 

ver. 1. The * door opened in heaven/ was the 
rending of the vail, and the opening of the 
Holy of holies : by which the throne of the 
Cherubim, and the ark, and the whole plan of 
redemption, and the kingdom of heaven, were 
thrown open to the view of all true believers 
and worshippers; for doors were substituted 
for, or added to the vail in Solomon's temple 
(1 Kings, vi. 31, 32). The same was signified 
less plainly. Gen. xxviii. 12, 17, * This is the 
house of God : this is the gate of heaven ;' and 
at John, i. 51, when our Lord says, alluding to 
Jacob's vision, ' Hereafter ye shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.' And at Ezek. 
i. 1, it is said, * The heavens were opened,' and 
Ezekiel saw the vision of the throne of God 
and the Cherubim. Also, ver. 3, the * rainbow 
round about the throne, in sight like unto an 
emerald,' was the same as * the bow that is in 
the cloud in the day of rain' of Ezek. i. 28, 
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that i», it was the sign and token of rest and 
redemption from the dark cloud of Divme 
wrath for sin, bringing refreshment and repose, 
as the emerald green of yegetation, to the 
wearied inward sight and the troubled and 
excited conscience (Gen. v. 29 ; ix. 16, 17). 

ver. 4. 'The' four-and-twenty elders with 
crowns — the definite article being used — must 
be the twenty-four priests of the twenty-four 
courses, who offered for the whole congrega- 
tion of the priests and people; representing 
under the Jewish form, whence the rest of the 
symbols here presented are derived, the con- 
tinual worship, authority, and dominion over 
the world of the redeemed and exalted church. 

ver. 6. The 'lightnings, and thunderings, 
and voices proceeding out of the throne,' ex- 
press one single composite idea and operation,. — 
namely, preachings loud, celestial, rapid, awful, 
and irresistible, of gospel truth sent forth by 
God into the world. So Alcazar interprets 
them. 

ver. 5. The 'seven lamps of fire burning before 
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the throne ' are here expressly interpreted to be 
the Holy Spirit. They are the sevenfold gifts 
and powers of the Holy Ghost — the same as 
the 'seven eyes of the Lamb/ as explained 
ch. V. 6, 'sent forth into all the earth/ — 
which dictate and inspire these preachings, and 
confirm and convince in them (Mark, i. 27; 
xvi. 20. Acts, ii. 4 ; V. 12 ; xix. 6, 11.) ; the 
same also as the eyes with which the four 
beasts are fnll, which enlightened the minds 
of the evangelists and the apostles — 'they 
were full of eyes within.' Thus, with the 
Lamb, who is presently after revealed to the 
seer (ch. v. 6), both the Son and the Holy 
Ghost are revealed as the joint and united 
agents in the evangelisation and the conver- 
sion and salvation of the world. 

ver. 6. The ' sea of glass before the throne ' 
seems in this place to be not the laver 
of baptism, but the pavement of heaven; 
said, in Ezek i. 22, to be as the colour of the 
terrible crystal: and at Exod. xxiv. 10, as 
a pavement of sapphire, namely, the aky-blue 
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vault of the firmament, showing that those 
who tread these courts must be of perfectly 
transparent purity and heayenly holiness ; for 
* there shall in no wise enter into it anything 
that defileth ; ' and, * without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord.' 

Or, if the sea of glass is the layer of baptism, 
it signifies the same thing, namely, the perfect 
purity of those who pass through it to the 
throne of grace. The laver of Moses' taber- 
nacle was made of the metal looking-glasses 
of the women; so that it signified a looking 
into the heart and the profession of a clear 
conscience. This laver being of glass signified 
the more perfect transparency and singleness of 
mind with which we must go to the baptism of 
the gospel, and the entire cleansing from sin 
and purification with which we arise out of it, 
through the atonement of Christ, and sanctifi- 
cation by the Holy Spirit. 

The four living beings are seen to be * in the 
midst and round about the throne.' This is as 
much as saying they are the very throne itself. 
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as In Moses' tabernacle they were of one picee 
with the mercy-seat, and formed God's throne 
and chariot (Exod. xxxviL 7, 8. Ps. xyiii. 10). 
They are the vehicle in which God rides to 
the conquest and conversion of the whole 
world. • 

They were ' fiill of eyes before and behind.' 
Moses could look only on the hinder part 
(Exod« xxxiii. 23), as Pradis observes, as quoted 
by Alcazar on this passage, that is, he could 
only look into the Old Testament dispensation of 
ceremonies and symbols, the bondage of dark- 
ness and death under the law ; but our Lord 
and His apostles and evangelists brought forth 
' things new and old ; ' they looked back into 
the Old Testament prophecies and types, and 
forward into the New Testament fulfilments 
and spiritual realities, seeing the gospel open 
and imfolded, with its completed redemption, 
and proclaiming life, and liberty, and salvation, 
and the resurrection glories. 

vv. 7, 8. The living beings, with their re- 
spective faces, are separate and not fourfold, as 
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in Ezekiely Alcazar says to signify the perfecr 
tion of the qualities symbolised: the wings 
signify that these qualities are spiritual and 
divine. — Perhaps, rather, the complete revela- 
tion and openness of the doctrine which they 
preach, as well as its promulgation to the four 
quarters of the world ; for not only are they 
separate as well as fourfold, but no part of them 
is veiled by their wings ; as from head to foot 
in Isaiahy and as in all but their feet in 
Ezekiel. 

Four things are highest, according to a 
Hebrew proverb, — the lion among beasts, the 
Ox among cattle, the Eagle among birds, Man 
above all creatures. 

These living beings are ' fuU of eyes within ; ' 
they are filled with the Holy Spirit, as the eyes 
are directly explained at chap. v. 6. They per- 
form the office symbolised in Ezekiel by the 
wheels, namely, that of evangelising the world. 
And the rings of those wheels were in like 
manner full of eyes. 

And * they rest not day and night, saying, 
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to come/ They preach 
Jesus Christ slain and risen again from the 
foundation of the world, sitting at God's right 
hand from the beginning and for eyermore ; 
and the baptising of all nations in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

yy. 9-11. The redeemed and triumphant 
Church giye praise and worship for this glo- 
rious work of salyation, (laying, 'Thou art 
worthy, Lord,' Jehoyah, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, ' to receiye glory, and honour, and 
power ; for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure,' and goodwill toward men, ' they 
are, and were created,' and re-created. Ac- 
cording to the word of our Lord, ' Both our first 
parents sinned, and through their fall eyery 
man of their posterity has sinned, only that the 
wonderful work of God in the redemption and 
re-creation might be wrought and manifested 
in them ' (John, ix. 1-3). 

It may seem to contradict my opinion that 

\* 
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throughout the Old Testament the cherubic 
figures symbolise the Divine offices of the Son 
and the Holy Spirit; that in the following 
chapter (Bey. v. 8, 9) these cherubic beings 
fall down before the Lamb, and say, 'Thou 
hast redeemed us.' But this is no insuperable 
difficulty. 

In the first place, the words which raise the 
objection are not all met with in the Alex- 
andrine, Sinaitic, and other manuscripts. In 
w. 9 and 10 'us' and 'our' are omitted in 
the Alexandrine MS., and in v. 10 ' them ' is 
met with instead of ' us ' in all the MSS., except 
one of the fourteenth century, which has not 
been examined ; and it is not ' we,' but ' they ' 
shall reign, in the Alexandrine, the Sinaitic, the 
later Vatican, and in many other MSS., and 
hardly any read as in our authorised version.* 

But I do not think it necessary to rely on 
this method of removing the objection ; though 



* See Alford*8 and TischendorTs translations of the 
New Testament 



TENTH RBVELATION. 147 

it is very helpful in confirming the explanation 
which I have already partly given, and now 
proceed further to amplify. 

The oneness of Christ and His Church, in 
office and even in person, is continually pre- 
senting and proving itself in all the dispensa- 
tion of the New Testament. The Lord Jesus 
says, 'As My Father hath sent Me, even so 
send I you ;' 'As Thou hast sent Me into the 
world, even so have I also sent them into the 
world ' (John, xx. 21 ; xvii. 18).* As the li^ie- 
ness of the Man Christ and the Cherubims 
come forth from the globe of fire in Ezek. i., 
so these four separate figures, with their several 
faces, are developed out of the fourfold figures, 
which are the Man Jesus in the same chapter. 
Another development and substitution in Reve- 
lations of the same character, is that of the 

* In these passages onr Lord calls Himself, and at 
Heb. iii. 1 St. Paul calls Chrirt Jeans an Apostle. Also 
in the pool of Siloam Christ calls Himself the * Sent ; * 
and He is named ' Messenger * at Isa. xlii. 19, and at 
Mai. iii. 1. 
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candlestick, which is the Divine Spirit in the 
Old Testament, into the seven human churches 
in the New. 

Our Lord says, again, ' Whoso doeth mercy 
to one of these my brethren, he doeth it unto 
Me ;' which the ' Christian Year' paraphrases, — 

* I in your care my brethren left, 
Not willing ye should be bereft 
Of waiting on your Lord.' 

As, in Ezekiel, the wheels having eyes sym- 
bolised Christ full of the Holy Ghost, which, 
after descending, remained upon Him, so in 
like manner His Church, and every apostle 
and true believer in Him, is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, by which He abides with and is 
one with them for ever : ' I in them and Thou 
in Me;' 'As Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 
Thee, that they also may be one in TJs ' (John, 
xvii. 21, 23). So, St. Paul says, *We are mem- 
bers of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones' 
(Eph. V. 30). 

So the preaching of the apostles and evan- 
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gelists is the preaching and evangelising of 
Christ Himself, in His own person and identity. 
He is ever present and working in us and 
through us, by the Spirit, the Eyes, though ' we 
see Him no more after the flesh.' 

What wonder is it, then, that the evangelists 
and apostles who are now in the place and 
stead of the Lord Jesus Christ — the Bride- 
groom having been taken away from them — 
should show forth the offices of the Cherubim, 
of evangelising and bringing down God to the 
world, through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, and, being at the same time human, 
should proclaim, *Thou hast redeemed u%y — if 
that translation is to be insisted on P But the 
doctrine of the passage and of their ' new song ' 
is, Thou hast brought redemption to 'every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation,' 
to the four quarters of the universe, — the imi- 
versality of the Catholic Church.* 

* Again, according to another aspect, there is an 
exact parallel between the Written and the Ineamate 
Word, as has been shown frequently. The Word in 
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The rovelation and commissicii represented 
in this cherubic yision is parallel to thoee giyen 
in the cherubic visions of Isaiah and TC^AlriAl. 
In Isa. vi. 8, the Lord's voice says, 'Whom 
shall I sendP' Here the strong angel says, 
• Who is worthy to open the book P' In Isaiah 
the prophet is commissioned whose humility 
(v. 5) has been rewarded by his mouth being 
touched with a live coal from the altar ; that 
is, with the blood from the Cross of Christ. 
Here the Lamb, crucified and slain, and dyed 
with his own blood, receives the commission 

both, is Divine and human. The Word — the Word 
incarnate, descendiug upon earth, anointed and work- 
ing by the Holy Spirit — was one Lord Jehovah at 
Sinai ; was the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost in the 
Gospel ; was the four Cherubim and the four wheels 
in the preaching to the Gentiles and to all creation : — 
the Written Word was One in the old world revela- 
tion ; was Two in the Old and New Testaments ; was 
Fourfold in the apostles and evangelists. All that has 
been said above respecting the cherubic revelations 
may be said of the Old and New Testaments. 

I will not follow this out at this time. All is gradual 
unfolding and development of the mystery of the Gospel 
of Redemption and Sanctification. 
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(chap. v). In Ezek. iii. 2 the prophet Is com- 
manded to eat the roll ; here (x. 9) the seer is 
commanded to eat the little book. In all the 
three visions the commission and the message 
sent is that of lamentation, and mournings and 
woe to the professing Church, and of its final 
restoration and exaltation. This is the revela- 
tion of the whole of Isaiah, and of Ezekiel, and 
of this book. 

As the visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel were an 
introduction to and compendium of their whole 
prophecies, so this cherubic vision was a pre- 
lude and preface to the whole of Revelations. 

Further to illustrate this would be an inter- 
pretation of the Book of Revelation itself, and 
beyond the scope of this elucidation. In this 
sense all the previous cherubic revelations have 
been introductory to this last one, and ought 
to be read and c^pUed in illustration of it. 

But with this suggestion and direction we 
must put an end to this interesting and per- 
haps daring investigation. It has opened out 
and not exhausted the subject, which seems to 
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be the outline and framework of all revelation, 
and prophecy, and doctrine. 

To one examining it, this last vision of B*3ve- 
lation contains all the parts of the cherubic 
vision of Ezekiel, but opened out and resolved. 
The 'fire enfolding itself' of Ezekiel is here 
more plainly exhibited by 'One sitting upon 
the throne in heaven, to look upon like fiery 
stones, viz., the jasper and the sardine stone.' 
The ' appearance of the bow that is in the 
cloud in the day of rain,' of Ezek. i. 28, is here 
represented and further described as ' a rain- 
bow round about the throne, in sight like unto 
an emerald.' The cherubic figures, having the 
likeness of a man, and which ' had two wings 
which covered on this side, and two which 
covered on that side, their " bodies," ' of Ezek. 
i. 5, 23, are here first resolved into the Son and 
the Holy Ghost : — the Holy Ghost is figured 
by the ' seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven spirits of God;' 
the Son is presented together with Him ' in the 
midst of the throne — as a Lamb as it had 
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been slain, having seven horns, and seven eyes, 
which are (these same) spirits of God, sent forth 
(moreover) into all the earth ' (Rev. v. 6). 

The feet of the Cherubim, again, and the 
wheels full of eyes (of Ezek. i. 15, sqq.) are 
further resolved into four separate living beings, 
with four several faces, full of eyes, before and 
behind, and also within. 

Thus, the doctrine of the Incarnation, and 
the Gospel of Redemption and Sanctification 
and Salvation, which was before concealed, and 
only gradually and step by step unfolded in 
the successive visions of the Cherubim, is now 
here plainly and openly reveaJLed, and opened, 
and published, and offered to all nations, in all 
the four quarters of the world, according as it 
is perfectly comprehended and characterised 
by St. Paul, as * The revelation of the mystery 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
but now is made manifest, and by the scrip- 
tures of the prophets, according to the com- 
mandment of the everlasting God, made known 
to all nations' (Rom. xvi. 25, 26). 



Ift'l THK CHKmiHIM. 

1 Imvo fiiU>mt)t<Hl it only a little, but it woold 
ho tuH^hly itiHtnioiivo and interesting to collect 
fitul Apply otit of the prophets, the gospels, and 
ihii ICpiHiloM, tho NOToral passages which elmd- 
flfiid thn MtionoHsivo visions and revelations of 
the (Jhonibitn— the Cherubim of Glory, of 
whiot) Hi. Patil had not opportunity in his 
KpiHtIn to the Hebrews, he says, to speak 
jmriioularly. 
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